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ANOTHER HOT WEEKEND

Mostly sunny and humid 
on Saturday; partly cloudy 

and humid at night
HIGH 94, LOW 75
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We share the history 
of the day and the 
scoop on some deals

Sweet news: 

Day

It’s National

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

I
f you are looking for 
an excuse to treat 
yourself right now, 

Sunday might just provide 
the perfect opportunity: It’s 
National Ice Cream Day.

According to the International 
Dairy Foods Association, in 1984, 
President Ronald Reagan designat-
ed July as National Ice Cream 
Month and declared the third Sun-
day of the month would be National 
Ice Cream Day. 

We looked that up, and it’s true that 
on July 9, 1984, with Presidential Procla-
mation 5219, Reagan signed into public 
law that the month of July 1984 was Na-
tional Ice Cream Month and Sunday, July 
15, 1984, was National Ice Cream Day.

In the official proclamation, Reagan 
stated, “Ice cream is a nutritious and 
wholesome food, enjoyed by over 
90% of the people in the United 
States,” and encouraged Americans 
to celebrate throughout July with 
“appropriate ceremonies and 
activities.”

The proclamation was ini-
tially meant to apply just 
to 1984, 36 years ago; 
however, the tradition 
of celebrating ice 
cream every July 
has been carried 
on by ice cream 
manufacturers 
and store chains 
for decades 
ever since. 

Robert E. Lee 
Academy to 
change name

BY DENNIS BRUNSON
dennis@theitem.com

Robert E. Lee Academy in Bishop-
ville is in the process of  dropping the 
first name and initial of  the leader of  
the Confederate troops in the Civil War 
and streamlining the name to Lee 
Academy, according to a couple of  
sources associated with the school.

The name of  the school now ap-
pears as Lee Academy on the home 

page of  the school’s website. Also, 
the name of  the website has been 

changed, going from www.releeacade-
my.org to www.myleeacademy.org. Most 
of  the references to the school through-
out the site have been changed to the 
new name; however, there are still a 
few references where the old name is 
mentioned.

SEE NAME, PAGE A8

K3-12th grade independent 
school was started in 1965

Your Voice: 

BY KAYLA GREEN
kayla@theitem.com

Kimberly Strickland misses her stu-
dents, but the Cherryvale Elementary 
School teacher and mother of  a middle 
school student has asthma, a health 
factor considered high-risk for devel-
oping complications if  she were to con-
tract COVID-19.

Parents, teachers, students and just 
about everyone else is eyeing the re-
opening of  schools this fall as officials 
try to determine plans amid a contin-
ued increase in new cases and hospi-
talizations from the coronavirus.

On Wednesday, Gov. Henry McMas-
ter announced during a press confer-
ence that schools should be open to in-
person instruction five days a week 
starting Sept. 8, allowing parents to 
make the decision on whether their 
children go to school on campus or vir-
tually.

SEE YOUR VOICE, PAGE A5

Students, parents, 
teachers share their 
thoughts on schools 
reopening this fall

SEE SWEET, 
PAGE A8

Did you 
know?

Gallons of ice cream 
and related frozen 
desserts produced in 
the U.S. in 2017

The average 
gallons of ice 
cream each 
American eats 
per year

23

$11 billion
Ice cream companies’ 
economic impact in 
the U.S. every year

Source: International 
Dairy Foods Association

1.4 billion

A2

Chocolate
Vanilla
Mint-Chocolate Chip
Cookies & Cream
Cake Batter

What is your favorite flavor?
To vote, find the poll online 
at www.theitem.com, or email 
your answer to editor@
theitem.com. We will publish 
the results on page A2 next 
Thursday.

Cotton Candy
Something fruity
Something with nuts
Other
I don’t like ice cream

State mandates in-person classes
Sumter School District 

must adjust its original plan 
of  starting the school year 

fully virtual to include an op-
tion for at least one day per 
week of  in-person instruction.

That news came via updat-
ed written requirements dis-
tributed by the state Depart-

ment of  Education to all 
school districts on Friday. 
Ryan Brown, chief  communi-
cations officer with the state 
department, spoke with The 
Sumter Item late Friday after-
noon and shared the details.

In the new requirements, 

districts’ initial fall term 
plans must include a virtual 
option for all students and 
also an in-person option for 
all students, Brown said. 

“We are requiring districts 
to offer parents an option,” he 
said. “So, virtual and in-per-

son, and the in-person would 
need to be at least one day a 
week.”

Districts’ in-person instruc-
tional options can range from 
a single day per week up to 

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

Sumter school board to meet Monday

SEE CLASSES, PAGE A8
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MANNING — Manning’s former police 
chief Blair Shaffer’s sentencing hearing on 
two federal charges has been 
scheduled for 3 p.m. Aug. 20 in 
Charleston.

The sentencing hearing 
comes more than 19 months 
after Shaffer was arrested on 
multiple federal charges, in-
cluding money laundering, 
theft of federal funds and pro-
viding false statements to fed-
eral agents. Following his arrest on Jan. 7, 
2019, Shaffer pleaded guilty in federal court 
in Charleston and was released later that 
day on a $25,000 bond.

Six months after his arrest, Shaffer 
pleaded guilty to theft of government funds 
and making false statements to federal 
agents, two counts of the five-count indict-
ment that was originally handed down 
against Shaffer in January 2019. U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Bruce Howe Hendricks accepted 
Shaffer’s guilty plea and delayed sentencing 
until he could review the presentencing re-
port.

A sentencing hearing had been scheduled 
for Jan. 23, 2020; however, that hearing was 

postponed. 
The charges against the 25-year law en-

forcement veteran stem from a 2015 traffic 
stop when almost $80,000 was seized from 
two individuals. The seized money should 
have been deposited into a City of Manning 
bank account with the Bank of Clarendon; 
however, seven days after the stop, Shaffer 
began making large cash deposits into his 
personal accounts through ATMs. The theft 
came to light when the state court ordered 
the money be returned to the two individu-
als, and Shaffer issued three checks from 
his personal accounts for the exact amount 
of money seized in the traffic stop. 

U.S. Attorney Sherri A. Lydon said that 
during an interview with FBI agents in Feb-
ruary 2017, Shaffer stated the deposits that 
were made into his account were from 
money that he had been saving for years.

Shaffer’s arrest came five months after 
the City of Manning fired him as Man-
ning’s police chief. When firing Shaffer, 
Manning Mayor Julia A. Nelson cited the 
“safety of our residents, guests and com-
munity.”

Shaffer fought his termination by re-
questing a grievance hearing. The griev-
ance committee sided with Shaffer; howev-
er, Manning City Council voted to uphold 
his termination.

Sentencing hearing for former 
Manning police chief Aug. 20
BY SHARRON HALEY
Clarendon Sun Contributor

SHAFFER

Sumter unemployment 
at 8.5%, Clarendon at 
9%, Lee highest at 10.2% 

South Carolina added 72,500 
jobs in June as it continues its 
recovery from the COVID-19-in-
duced economic shutdown in 
March and April.

Federal Reserve Bank of Rich-
mond Regional Economist Laura 
Ullrich, based in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, discussed South 
Carolina’s official June employ-
ment report from the U.S. De-
partment of  Labor on a Friday 
conference call with The Sumter 
Item and one other state media 
outlet.

“For 72,500 jobs to be added in 
one month would normally be 
just an incredibly high number, 
and it is a strong number,” she 
said, “but it is really important 
to note that we still have over a 
four-month period a net loss of  
132,600 jobs in the state.”

After losing 272,700 jobs in 
April with the onset of  COVID-

19, the Palmetto State added a re-
vised 65,100 jobs in May. That 
was a 24% increase. The addi-
tional jobs in June represent 
about another 27% climb. 

Ullrich said based on South 
Carolina’s labor force size rela-
tive to the nation, June’s job 
gains were comparable to the 
U.S. average overall, which 
gained 4.8 million jobs during 
the month.

The state’s unemployment 
rate for June was 8.7%, which 
ranks 25th of  the 50 states.

Given the rise in recent weeks 
of  COVID-19 cases in many 
states, including South Carolina, 
and the status of  schools’ re-
opening being one of  several key 
questions, Ullrich said there is a 
lot of  uncertainty in forecasting 
even the short-term future. 

Locally, Sumter County’s un-
employment rate for June was 
8.5%, while Clarendon’s jobless 
rate was 9%. Lee County had the 
highest rate in the area at 10.2%.

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

Sumter’s three colleges are prepar-
ing for students to return to campus 
for the fall semester, and each educa-
tional institution has different plans on 
tap to address COVID-19.

Both USC Sumter and Morris Col-
lege are planning to hold in-person in-
struction on an accelerated calendar 
format by holding class during holi-
days, nixing fall break and ending by 
Thanksgiving. Central Carolina Tech-
nical College’s academic year will be 
unchanged, but instruction will be of-
fered in a handful of  options that in-
clude a range of  online, hybrid and on-
campus classes.

MORRIS COLLEGE
The historically Black, coeducation-

al, liberal arts college is the only of  the 
three post-secondary institutions in 
Sumter County to house students in 
dorms on campus.

Morris will hold move-in for fresh-
men on Aug. 15 and move-in for return-
ing students on Aug. 17. Classes begin 
on Aug. 19.

Holidays and fall break are all can-
celed except for Labor Day, with class-
es going full steam until the last day of  
class on Nov. 17. Finals will be held 
Nov. 18-20, and the end of  the semester 
will be on Nov. 23.

Following are the adjustments being 
made for cleaning and social distanc-
ing:

Academic buildings
• Academic buildings have one-way 

entrance and exiting;
• Everyone in an academic building 

must wear a mask;
• Front desks in academic division 

administrative offices will have plexi-
glass desk shields; and

• Bathrooms in academic buildings 
will be cleaned and sanitized frequent-
ly.

Classrooms
• Classrooms will be set up to allow 

for social distancing by limiting the 

number of  seats to 15 or less; and
• Classrooms will have sanitizing 

equipment (disposable face masks and 
sanitizing wipes and cloths) so seats, 
desks and surfaces can be cleaned at 
the end of  each class.

Computer and tutorial laboratories
• The number of  stations in each of  

the computer and tutorial laboratories 
will be limited to 15 or less;

• Everyone in computer and tutorial 
laboratories must wear a face mask; 
and

• Sanitizing equipment will be placed 
in each computer and tutorial laborato-
ry so surfaces on work or study sta-
tions can be cleaned after each use.

Learning Resources Center
• Everyone in the Learning Resourc-

es Center must wear a face mask;
• The Circulation and Reference 

desks will be equipped with plexiglass 
desk shields;

• Equipment and surfaces of  work 
areas (photocopiers, tables, chairs, etc.) 
will be sanitized frequently; and

• Bathrooms will be cleaned and san-
itized frequently.

For more information about student 
affairs, such as protocol for move-in 
day, dining services and residence life, 
go to www.morris.edu.

USC SUMTER
In-person classes will begin on Aug. 

20. Face coverings are required on 
campus, and social distancing will be 
encouraged among members of  the 
campus community.

The fall semester will be offered in 

an accelerated format with in-person 
instruction ending on Nov. 24. Classes 
will be held on many traditional holi-
days and breaks to allow for the semes-
ter to end earlier than usual. Classes 
will be held remotely on Labor Day 
(Sept. 7), General Election Day (Nov. 3), 
Nov. 30 and Dec. 1. Fall break will also 
be canceled with face-to-face instruc-
tion being held Oct. 15-16. The schedule 
aligns with the University of  South 
Carolina’s institution in Columbia.

“USC Sumter is a vital resource to 
our students and the communities we 
serve, and we are glad to reopen our 
doors as public health and safety 
guidelines permit,” USC Sumter Cam-
pus Dean Michael Sonntag said. 

“Our first and foremost priority is 
the health, safety and well-being of  our 
students, faculty and staff,” USC Pal-
metto College Chancellor Susan Elkins 
said. “The plan will continue to evolve 
as the public health environment 
changes. At any point before or after 
the start of  new semester, we are pre-
pared to change course to meet the 
public health and safety needs of  our 
students and communities.”

CENTRAL CAROLINA TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE

CCTC’s fall 2020 semester will begin, 
as originally scheduled, on Aug. 24. Ac-
ademic calendar dates throughout the 
semester, including exams, breaks and 
holidays, will not change.

In planning for the fall 2020 semester, 
CCTC has two priorities: safety and 
student success. Officials want to pro-
tect the health of  the campus commu-
nity while giving students educational 
opportunities that lead to good jobs, 
economic mobility and personal fulfill-
ment.

With the virus still prevalent in the 
community, the college is focusing on 
those two priorities with “equal pur-
pose and commitment.” Students who 
get sick cannot continue coursework or 
progress toward completion. Faculty 
who get sick cannot teach; staff  who 
get sick cannot provide important sup-

port services students need.
Courses will be taught online; syn-

chronous online through Zoom; and 
hybrid. Traditional lecture courses 
held in a face-to-face environment will 
begin as synchronous online courses 
until conditions allow a return to cam-
pus.

• Online instruction is provided via 
the internet, and no face-to-face in-
struction is required. Online courses 
can be completed at a time that is con-
venient for the student and without 
traveling to campus.

• Synchronous online is instruction 
delivered online but at a scheduled 
time through Zoom. Students don’t 
travel to campus but have interaction 
with the instructor since the class is 
happening live.

• Hybrid instruction is a blend of  on-
campus and online instruction. A por-
tion of  these courses is accomplished 
on campus in a face-to-face traditional 
classroom while maintaining social 
distancing. The remaining lecture por-
tion is completed in the online environ-
ment at a time convenient for the stu-
dent. Hybrid instruction will be used 
when a hands-on component, such as 
labs and clinicals, are course require-
ments.

Following CDC guidelines, the col-
lege has implemented measures to pre-
vent the spread of  germs:

• Floor markings are in place;
• Clear safety guards have been 

added to service counters;
• Mandatory face coverings are re-

quired on all campuses; and 
• Frequent cleaning of  high-traffic 

areas will be conducted.
The college strongly recommends all 

students obtain a reliable laptop com-
puter to be used throughout their col-
lege career and especially during this 
challenging time. All CCTC campuses 
provide free internet access for CCTC 
students. The CCTC bookstore has new 
laptops with webcams available for 
purchase. After the first day of  classes, 
CCTC will evaluate conditions every 
three weeks to determine next steps.

Morris, USC Sumter and CCTC announce reopening plans
BY KAYLA GREEN
kayla@theitem.com
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MIAMI — Teams of military 
medics were deployed in Texas 
and California to help hospitals 
deluged by coronavirus pa-
tients, as Miami-area authori-
ties began stepping up enforce-
ment Friday of a mask require-
ment — echoing efforts in 
many parts of the world to con-
tain surging infections. 

In California, military doc-
tors, nurses and other health 
care specialists were being de-
ployed to eight hospitals facing 
staffing shortages amid a re-
cord-breaking case numbers. In 
Houston, an 86-person Army 
medical team worked to take 
over a wing of United Memori-
al Medical Center.

Texas reported 10,000 new 
cases for the third straight day 
Thursday and 129 additional 
deaths. California, meanwhile, 
reported its largest two-day 
total of confirmed cases, nearly 
20,000, along with 258 deaths 
over 48 hours. There are more 
than 8,000 people in hospitals 
who have either tested positive 
for the coronavirus or are sus-
pected to have it.

There were signs elsewhere 
in the country’s Sunbelt that 
the virus was stretching au-
thorities’ capacity to respond. 
The medical examiner’s office 
in metro Phoenix has gotten 
portable storage coolers and or-
dered more to handle an influx 
of bodies — reminiscent of  
New York City at the height of  
the pandemic there earlier this 
year.

In Florida’s Miami-Dade 
County, the county commission 
unanimously approved an 
emergency order giving all 
code and fire inspectors au-
thority to issue tickets of up to 
$100 for individuals and $500 for 
businesses not complying with 
guidelines to wear masks and 
practice social distancing. Po-
lice officers already had this 
enforcement power.

“We’re going to put a heck of  
a lot of people out there,” said 
Mayor Carlos Gimenez. “Our 
people are going to go every-
where.”

Gimenez said that too few 
people, especially younger peo-
ple, have been following the 
“new normal” guidelines, so 
the county needed another en-
forcement tool. 

In Miami-Dade, which is 
Florida’s most populous county 
and the current epicenter of  
the outbreak, more than 3,100 
new coronavirus cases were re-
ported on Thursday. The state, 
meanwhile, reached another 
ominous record, with 156 virus 
deaths and a staggering 13,965 
new cases.

Amid the upsurge, a Florida 
state legislator, Republican Rep. 
Anthony Sabatini, filed a law-
suit Friday against a mask or-
dinance in Pinellas County, 
home to St. Petersburg and 
Clearwater. About 100 people in 
support of his stance rallied in 
front of the county courthouse, 
some holding signs saying 
mask requirements are uncon-
stitutional.

At least half of the 50 states 
have adopted requirements for 
wearing masks or other facial 
coverings. 

But in Georgia, Gov. Brian 
Kemp has banned cities and 
counties from requiring face 
coverings. He sued Atlanta late 
Thursday to prevent it from de-
fying his order, but Atlanta 
Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms 
said she was prepared to go to 
court to maintain the local 
mask requirement.

Worldwide, governments are 
frantically trying to prevent 
and put down fresh outbreaks 
and keep their economies run-
ning as the pandemic acceler-
ates in some regions and 
threatens to come roaring back 
in others. Globally, confirmed 
cases numbered more than 13.8 
million Friday and COVID-19 
deaths totaled more than 
590,000. 

To cope with the pandemic’s 

fallout, the United Nations said 
it is increasing to $10.3 billion 
its appeal for humanitarian aid 
funding.

Jens Laerke, a spokesman for 
the U.N. Office for the Coordi-
nation of Humanitarian Af-
fairs, said in Geneva that the 
number of people who need 
humanitarian assistance has 
more than doubled during the 
pandemic — from around 110 
million to about 250 million. 

India’s total confirmed cases 
surpassed 1 million, the third-
highest number behind the 
United States and Brazil, and 
its death toll reached more 
than 25,000. That followed Bra-
zil’s announcement Thursday 
evening that its confirmed 
cases exceeded 2 million, in-
cluding 76,000 deaths.

The continuing surge of new 
cases in India — where experts 
think the vast majority of cases 
are still being missed — drove 
home concerns about the readi-
ness of some countries to cope 
with outbreaks that could over-
whelm hospitals and test feeble 
health care systems. The gov-
ernment ordered a weeklong 
lockdown in the technology 
hub of Bangalore after con-
firmed cases there increased 
exponentially.

In sub-Saharan Africa, which 
already had the world’s great-
est shortage of medical person-
nel, nearly 10,000 health work-
ers in 40 countries have been 
infected with the coronavirus, 
the World Health Organization 
said. More than half of infected 
workers are in South Africa, 
where most of the continent’s 
infections are as well.

Israel on Friday reimposed 
sweeping restrictions to tackle 
a new surge in what Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
called “interim steps” to avoid 
another general lockdown.

Stores, malls, barber shops, 
beauty salons, beaches and 
tourist sites will also be closed 
on weekends. Public gatherings 
will be limited to 10 people in-
doors or 20 outside.

Military medics deploy in 
Calif., Texas as virus surges
BY FREIDA FRISARO
AND DAVID CRARY
The Associated Press

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Urban Augmentation Medical Task Force members Army Maj. Katie Bessler, right, and Infectious Disease 
Physician Maj. Gadiel Alvarado, enter a wing at United Memorial Medical Center on Thursday in Houston. 
Soldiers will treat COVID-19 patients in the newly prepared hospital wing as Texas receives help from 
across the country to deal with its coronavirus surge. 

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
It’s possible, but it seems to 

be relatively rare, and scientists 
think they know why that is.

Many viruses can cross the 
placenta and infect a fetus in 
the womb, and evidence has 
been growing that the corona-
virus sometimes can, too. 

Researchers in Italy studied 
31 women with COVID-19 who 
delivered babies in March and 
April and found signs of the 
virus in several samples of um-
bilical cord blood, the placenta 
and, in one case, breast milk. 
But this sort of testing can just 
detect bits of genetic material 
— it doesn’t mean there is 
virus capable of causing infec-
tion in those places.

In one case, there was strong 
evidence suggesting the new-
born had the virus at birth be-

cause signs of it were found in 
umbilical cord blood and in the 
placenta. In another, a newborn 
had certain coronavirus anti-
bodies that are unable to cross 
the placenta, so they could not 
have come from the mother. 

A report from France gave 
even stronger evidence of in-
the-womb infection, and that 
newborn was very ill at birth.

Meanwhile, research led by 
the National Institutes of  
Health gives a possible reason 
for why fetuses aren’t infected 
more often: cells in the placenta 
rarely make the two tools that 
the coronavirus typically uses 
to gain entry. In contrast, they 
found plenty of what Zika and 
another type of virus use. 

Most research so far has 
been on women who were in 
late stages of pregnancy when 

they got the virus; more re-
search is needed on what hap-
pens if infection occurs earlier 
in pregnancy.

The advice to pregnant 
women remains the same: wear 
a mask in public, wash hands 
often and stay at least 6 feet 
away from others to avoid in-
fection.

AP answers: Can a pregnant woman 
spread the coronavirus to her fetus?

PAYING TOP 
 DOLLAR

GOLD

Large Group 
Lawn & Garden RedTag
Take an additional

40 W Wesmark Blvd.
Sumter

803-773-3397

350 Pinewood Rd 
Sumter

803-774-2275

110 N. Brooks St.
Manning

803-435-2651

320 W. Liberty St.
Sumter

803-773-9381

www.simpsonhardwareinc.com NOT ALL ITEMS AVAILABLE AT ALL LOCATIONS.

Prices good July 18 - 30

RedTag SALE

40% OFF
Take an additionalSmall Group 

Giftware RedTag

Large Group Kid’s 
Summer Clothing

25% 

OFF

Large Group Spring Clothing

NO RED TAG SALES ON GUNS, OPTICS.
 SOME EXCLUSIONS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR MORE DETAILS.

Large Group 
Graphic Long 
Sleeve & Short 
Sleeve Tees

UP TO

50% 

OFF
Large Group
Women’s 
Shoes

25% 

OFF

Large Group
Men’s Boots

25% 

OFF

Prices Slashed

SOME BELOW

COST!

Clothing
& ShoesRedTag

25% OFF

40% OFF
Large Group HardwareRedTag

Take an additional

Large Group 
Patio Furniture

40% 

OFF

...and more!

Large Group 
Mountain Khakis

25% 

OFF

Red 
Hot

CHECK OUR SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS FOR EVEN MORE UNBELIEVABLE SALE PRICES!

...and 
more!

...and more!

...and more!

...and more!

...and more!

...and more!

All Remaining
Gas Logs

BELOW

COST!

Choose from 
dining and 

seating sets!

40% 

OFF



 A4    |   JULY 18 - 19, 2020 LOCAL / NATION  THE SUMTER ITEM  

PRESENTED BY

NOW SHOWING AT
THEITEM.COM/
STUDIOSUMTER

Former Crestwood High 
School football players 
Ty’Son Williams and Donald 
Rutledge return to their 
alma mater for a workout as 
they prepare to report for 
their first training camps 
with their respective NFL 
teams.

WASHINGTON (AP) — After weeks 
of  wrangling, the Pentagon is ban-
ning displays of  the Confederate flag 
on military installations, in a careful-
ly worded policy that doesn’t mention 
the word ban or that specific flag. The 
policy, laid out in a 
memo released Friday, 
was described by offi-
cials as a creative way to 
bar the flag’s display 
without openly contra-
dicting or angering Pres-
ident Donald Trump, 
who has defended peo-
ple’s rights to display it. 

Signed by Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper on Thursday night, the memo 
lists the types of  flags that may be 
displayed at military installations. 
The Confederate flag is not among 
them — thus barring its display with-
out singling it out in a “ban.” Details 
of  the policy were first reported by 
the AP. 

“We must always remain focused 
on what unifies us, our sworn oath to 
the Constitution and our shared duty 
to defend the nation,” Esper’s memo 
states. “The flags we fly must accord 
with the military imperatives of  good 
order and discipline, treating all our 
people with dignity and respect, and 
rejecting divisive symbols.”

Acceptable flags listed in the memo 
include the U.S. and state banners, 
flags of  other allies and partners, the 
widely displayed POW/MIA flag and 
official military unit flags.

Confederate flags, monuments and 
military base names have become a 
national flashpoint in the weeks since 
the death of  George Floyd. Protesters 
decrying racism have targeted Con-
federate monuments in multiple cit-
ies. Some state officials are consider-
ing taking them down, but they face 
vehement opposition in some areas.

According to a Defense Department 
official familiar with the matter, the 
decision not to name a specific pro-
hibited flag was to ensure the policy 
would be apolitical and could with-
stand potential legal challenges based 
on free speech. The official said the 
White House is aware of  the new poli-
cy.

Trump has flatly rejected any no-
tion of  changing base names and has 
defended the flying of  the Confeder-
ate flag, saying it’s a freedom of  
speech issue.

According to Esper’s memo, the 
display of  unauthorized flags — 
such as the Confederate banner car-
ried during the Civil War — is ac-
ceptable in museums, historical ex-
hibits, works of  art or other educa-

tional programs.
The Marine Corps has already 

banned the Confederate flag. Gen. 
David Berger, the commandant of  the 
Marine Corps, directed his command-
ers in early June to remove public 
displays of  the Confederate battle 
flag. That flag, which some embrace 
as a symbol of  heritage, “carries the 
power to inflame feelings of  division” 
and can weaken the unit cohesion 
that combat requires, Berger said.

Military commands in South Korea 
and Japan quickly followed suit. The 
new policy does not affect or rescind 
those bans.

The other three military services 
were all moving to enact similar 
bans, but they paused when Esper 
made it known he wanted a consis-
tent policy across the whole depart-
ment. Now they will instead issue 
this new policy to their troops and 
employees.

Defense leaders have for weeks 
been tied in knots over the incendiary 
issue of  banning the Confederate flag,

An early draft of  the Defense De-
partment plan banned display of  the 
Confederate flag, saying the prohibi-
tion would preserve “the morale of  
our personnel, good order and disci-
pline within the military ranks and 
unit cohesion.” That version was 

shelved, and officials have been 
struggling since then to come up with 
a policy that would have the same ef-
fect but not create political havoc.

Esper discussed the matter with se-
nior leaders during a meeting 
Wednesday, including some of  the 
legal issues surrounding a variety of  
bans, which some officials think 
could be challenged in court.

The final version is a compromise 
that enables Esper to enact a ban that 
passes legal muster and gives mili-
tary leaders what they want but 
doesn’t infuriate the commander in 
chief. 

According to the official, the new 
policy doesn’t undo the bans already 
in place, and service chiefs and secre-
taries will still be able to enact addi-
tional, more stringent policies re-
stricting symbols they think are divi-
sive and harmful to unit cohesion. 
The official spoke on condition of  an-
onymity to discuss decisions not yet 
made public.

Army Secretary Ryan McCarthy 
told reporters on Thursday that he is 
still working on a policy that would 
remove all divisive symbols from 
Army installations.

He didn’t mention the flag but said, 
“We would have any divisive symbols 
on a no-fly list.”

Pentagon bans Confederate flag in way to avoid Trump’s wrath

ESPER

Clarendon County Election Commission upholds Manning election

MANNING — The Clarendon Coun-
ty Election Commission voted unani-
mously Friday afternoon to uphold the 
official results in the Manning mayor’s 
race.

In Tuesday’s municipal election, in-
cumbent Manning Mayor Julia A. Nel-
son soundly defeated challenger La-
Nette Samuels-Cooper by a vote of  546 
to 180, or 75% of the votes cast.

Following voting certification that 
was held Thursday morning, Samuels-
Cooper filed for a protest hearing citing 
a “failure to properly count the absen-
tee votes and to maintain a daily tally 
of  the absentee vote.”

For approximately 45 minutes, Sam-
uels-Cooper’s attorney, Eleazer Carter, 
asked Shirley Black-Oliver, the execu-

tive director of  Clarendon 
County Voter Registration 
and Election, about what 
he called irregularities in 
counting absentee ballots.

Carter said the county 
had “systemic irregulari-
ties” with absentee ballots 
that “impacted the outcome of the elec-
tion” and that “without the systemic ir-
regularities the results may have been 
different.”

Nelson’s attorney, Shaun C. Kent, 
called Carter’s questions to Black-Oli-
ver a “fishing expedition” and said the 
challenger was just mad that she lost.

Kent said the absentee ballots “didn’t 
change the outcome of the election.”

“Take out all of  (the absentee bal-
lots), and this is not a close election,” 
Kent added. “Irregularities wouldn’t 
have changed the outcome. Would it 

have changed the outcome of the elec-
tion? No.”

The commission held a brief  execu-
tive session before voting to uphold the 
election.

Earlier Friday afternoon, Kent re-
leased a memorandum and released 
Samuels-Cooper’s handwritten protest. 
In his response to Samuels-Cooper’s 
protest, Kent referred to South Caroli-
na case law and the requirements that 
are needed to contest an election.

Citing a 1997 case from Edgefield, 
Kent referred to “The notice of  election 
contest should briefly state facts or 
combination of  facts sufficient to ap-
prise contestee of  cause for which elec-
tion is contested, it being insufficient to 
allege generally that fraud was com-
mitted, or to allege mere conclusions 
of  the pleader.” Kent also cited, “To 
maintain election contest, contest no-

tice must allege irregularities or ille-
galities in election, and such alleged ir-
regularities or illegalities must have 
changed or rendered doubtful the re-
sult of  the election.”

“…Samuels-Cooper failed to provide 
a factual basis to meet the require-
ments…,” Kent said. “Further, the con-
test notice does not state … that the 
outcome of the election would have 
changed even if  its allegations were 
proven true.”

Kent said that the content of  Samu-
els-Cooper’s protest “contains purely 
conclusory statements and does not 
satisfy the statutory requirements to 
challenge the results of  a municipal 
election.”

Kent added that the contest, “should 
be dismissed with prejudice, and the 
results of  the election should stand as 
announced.”

BY SHARRON HALEY
Clarendon Sun contributor

NELSON

CORONAVIRUS TESTING
Sandhills Medical Foundation, Inc.
Jehovah Missionary Baptist Church
803 South Harvin St., Sumter
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 8:30am-1:30pm

» Testing is Open to all interested
» No cost to you: No fees or co-pays
» Drive-through or walk-up format
» Call & pre-register for fast service
» New more comfortable type test

877-529-4339 
TO REGISTER & DETAILS
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ENGAGEMENT

Gayle-Demery
Daniel and Michele Demery of  Manning 

announce the engagement of  their son, 
Treyon Marquise Demery of  Smyrna, Geor-
gia, to Melyssa Gayle of  Smyrna, daughter 
of  Noel and Althea Gayle of  Flowery 
Branch, Georgia.

The bride-elect is the granddaughter of  
Joe Sewell and the late Pansy Sewell of  
Mandaval, Jamaica, and the late Llewellyn 
and Mildred Gayle of  Dacula, Georgia. She 
graduated from Georgia College and State 
University with a Bachelor of  Science in 
Business Administration. She is employed 
as a senior human resource administrator 
at UPS in Alpharetta, Georgia.

The bridegroom-elect is the grandson of  
Roberta Sabb, Samuel Cantey, Rosa Rose 
and Major McFadden III, all of  Manning. He 
graduated from Georgia Military College in 
Milledgeville, Georgia with an Associate in 
Computer Science. He is employed as a se-
nior network technician at Site One Land-
scape in Roswell, Georgia, as assistant foot-
ball coach for West Hall High School and 
head coach for West Hall Jr. Spartans Recre-
ation Team in Oakwood, Georgia.

The wedding is planned for Sept. 5, 2020, 
at The Salvation Army Church in Law-
renceville, Georgia.

• • •
The couple is registered at Target, www.

target.com; Amazon, www.amazon.com; and 
Bed, Bath and Beyond, www.bedbathandbe-
yond.com.

MR. DEMERY, MISS GAYLE

WEDDING

Weeks-Boyle
Erika Meurling Weeks of  

Greenville and Austin O’Neil 
Boyle of  Augusta, Georgia, 
were united in marriage at 
6:30 p.m. Friday, June 12, 2020, 
at the home of  the bride-
groom’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Adville Barnes Boyle III of  
Sumter.

The bride is the daughter of  
Mr. and Mrs. Manfred Gotlob 
Christian Weeks of  Columbia 
and the granddaughter of  
Mrs. Henry Richard Weeks Jr. 
of  Columbia and the late Mr. 
Weeks and Mr. and Mrs. Rob-
ert Thomas Mooney of  Mor-
ristown, New Jersey. She 
graduated from Ben Lippen 
and Anderson University with 
a Bachelor of  Science in 
Nursing. She is employed as a 
nurse by Prisma Health, 
Greenville.

The bridegroom is the 
grandson of  Mrs. Adville 
Barnes Boyle Jr. of  Pawleys 
Island and the late Mr. Boyle, 
Mr. and Mrs. George Byard 
McEwen Jr. of  Sumter and 
Mr. Robert Edgar Wilder of  
Manning. He graduated from 
Wilson Hall and The Citadel 
with a Bachelor of  Science in 
Business. He is employed as a 
sales consultant with DePuy 
Synthes in Augusta.

Senior Pastor Mark Eugene 
Yoder, of  Christ Community 
Church in Sumter, officiated 
at the ceremony.

Music was provided by Re-
bekah Yoder, vocalist; Lauren 

Decker, violinist; and Chris 
Reardon, guitarist.

The bride was escorted by 
her father.

Julia Elizabeth Weeks, sis-
ter of  the bride, served as 
maid of  honor. 

The bridegroom’s father 
and Mr. Davis Wilder Boyle, 
brother of  the bridegroom, 
served as best men. Grooms-
men were Mr. Adville Barnes 
Boyle IV and Mr. John Evans 
Boyle, brothers of  the bride-
groom.

The reception was held at 
the home of  the bridegroom’s 
parents.

Following a wedding trip to 
The Cloister, Sea Island, Geor-
gia, the couple resides in Au-
gusta.

MRS. AUSTIN O’NEIL BOYLE

CELEBRATIONS POLICY

Engagement, wedding, birth and wedding anniversaries (25th, 50th and above) are published on Saturday 
except during holiday weeks. The normal deadline is noon on the preceding Monday. 

Forms may be obtained at The Sumter Item or downloaded from www.theitem.com. Click on the drop-down 
arrow next to the Lifestyle tab on the navigation bar of the website.

When fi lling out the form, please type or print all information, paying particular attention to names. Do not 
print in all capital letters. 

Photographs must be vertical and of reproduction quality.
Email wedding and engagement forms and photos to brides@theitem.com. For additional information, call 

(803) 774-1264. Email birth and wedding anniversary forms and photos to sandra@theitem.com. For additional 
information, call (803) 774-1226.

State Superintendent of Edu-
cation Molly Spearman was not 
at the news conference. That 
day, she released a statement 
saying she wants schools to be 
open for face-to-face learning 
“as safely and as soon as possi-
ble” but that each school dis-
trict should be able to decide 
the threshold for safety.

McMaster did not mention 
the state’s virus spread. On 
March 15, the day McMaster 
announced he was closing 
schools through March 31, 
DHEC reported 12 new cases. 
On July 15, DHEC reported 
1,850 new cases of  the virus.

The issue has become divi-
sive.

Strickland said she will sup-
port whatever Sumter School 
District decides — currently 
the plan is to open on Aug. 17 
with virtual-only learning — 
but that she wants a decision 
to be made so she and other 

teachers can have time to plan.
Opinions vary.
Adrienne Scarborough’s son 

is a star student on the Crest-
wood High School marching 
band, but COVID-19 is too 
risky for the family to feel 
comfortable returning in per-
son.

Amanda LeGrand Rogers’ 
6-year-old son is entering first 
grade at Millwood Elementary 
School. She doesn’t take the 
pandemic lightly and is con-
cerned for the family’s safety 
going back, but she and her 
husband work full-time and 
cannot take the time needed to 
help him learn at home.

The Sumter Item wanted to 
hear from the communities 
most affected. We asked our 
Facebook community to share 
their thoughts on school in the 
fall by emailing, calling or 
reaching out in Messenger. 
Here are the responses from 
those who were able to detail 
where they are a student, par-
ent or teacher/district employ-
ee.

YOUR VOICE 
FROM PAGE A1

BROOKE MCCAULEY
Pocalla Elementary, Furman 
Middle parent
I am a parent of an upcoming first-grader at 
Pocalla and sixth-grader at Furman. I think 
parents should have the option of sending 
their kids to school five days a week. I do, 
however, feel that if a child needs to be kept 
out of school, instead of being marked 
absent entirely, they should be able to do 
virtual learning on the days that they are 
absent. I feel that face to face is best, and it 
should at least be given a shot. If after the 
first nine weeks there have been too many 
cases of COVID-19 in the school then we 
can revisit the issue. I understand the fear of 
a teacher getting sick and the whole class 
having to quarantine for two weeks, but 

two weeks of virtual learning is a lot better 
than months of it. I think if each class sticks 
to itself, for example not going to the 
cafeteria for lunch, only doing PE outside, 
recess outside, etc., then it would minimize 
the spread. Also, each parent that chooses 
to send their child to school should be held 
responsible for sending their child with 
adequate personal sanitizing items (Lysol, 
wipes, hand sanitizer, etc.). There are so 
many reasons that I want to shelter my child 
from this sickness, but there are so many 
reasons that I want to send them back to 
school to give them their normal life back. I 
believe the risk is no higher for my child at 
school than it is going into Walmart, Lowe’s 
or any restaurant.

DIANE GREGG
Cherryvale Elementary parent
My son goes to Cherryvale Elementary, and he 
isn’t going back to school. We’re not looking at 
the fact that some of the kids live with their 
grandparents or the fact that the cases are still 
rising or the kids don’t know nothing about 
social distancing, and I work in the health care 
field, and I’m scared every day for the fact the 
school is about to start and is my son safe to 
go back. Or what about the teacher? They 
have family too? How are the teachers going 
to be safe from it? What about when the kids 
go to lunch or for recess or when they want to 
see their friends? I’m worried about these kids. 
Somebody needs to worry, ’cause right now 
he’s not going back. I’ll be damned if my son’s 
life be in danger for nobody. I’m a single mom, 
and I try my best to make sure my son’s life 
and safety come first.

REMONA MIXON-VELTRE
Sumter High parent
We are choosing to put our teachers and children in danger. My son is 16 and attends 
Sumter High School. It’s an overcrowded school of almost 3,000 that has “gridlock” 
between classes at hallway intersections. I remember them vividly from my own time 
there, and that was 25 years ago. How do you police almost 3,000 teenagers who haven’t 
seen each other in months? How do you stop them from holding hands or sneaking hugs 
and kisses? How can you keep my child safe enough that he won’t bring COVID-19 home 
from school to my terminally ill father that we care for? A few of us are high risk. What 
would happen if both myself and my mother died? You see, I have managed to keep my 
16-year-old at home and safe since March 14, and now you want me to shove him into a 
very dangerous and flawed system over politics? The same politics that have allowed this 
deadly virus to thrive with its rumors and falsehoods? We could be completely over 
COVID-19 now, but the numbers continue to surge. Is this really the America we are now?

JENNIFER BAKER
Kingsbury Elementary School parent
I have no issue with sending my children back to 
school. They need structure and a break from each 
other. Both my husband and I work 40 hours a week 
and find it a little difficult to make sure the kids are 
staying on task. I found it unfair that my children 
worked really hard to make sure their work was done 
during quarantine to pass their grade, and kids that 
never signed in or turned in work continued to the next 
class. I understand that most families may not have 
access to the internet, or many families have working 
parents, and some may have grandparents that are not 
tech-savvy. These children were lost in the mix. Teachers 
are ready to get back with their kids. I know because I’m 
friends with several. Maybe we should break the kids up 
in scheduled letters. Like Schedule A goes to school the 
first week. Monday ... Wednesday ... Friday, then 
Schedule B Tuesday ... Thursday ... and then rotate the 
day schedule throughout the year. Or they can enter 
the school at different times. Schedule A 8-11 schedule 
B 1-3. Just a thought.

SHAWN KELSO
Sumter High parent
I have a rising ninth-grader who will be attending 
Sumter High this coming year. It is my desire for him to 
return to school for in-person teaching. He is an only 
child, and my husband and I both work full-time. While 
the kids were out at the end of last year, my son did not 
learn much of anything. His teachers pretty much 
posted material and left the students to teach 
themselves. He needs to be in a classroom where he can 
focus, learn, be around peers, have access to his teachers 
(so they can form relationships with each other) and 
have access to extracurricular activities and sports. I want 
the teachers and students to be safe, but I feel my son’s 
education is extremely important.

ADRIENNE SCARBOROUGH
Crestwood High parent
As a parent of a rising junior of Crestwood High School, I 
prefer the option to be able to enroll my child into his 
school for virtual learning only. I wish for this to be how 
he attends for the entire upcoming school year. I am 
very concerned about the impact this virus could have 
on our health and our household as well as immediate 
family members we have who are high-risk. My son is a 
star student on the Crestwood marching and concert 
band and is a very social person, but we are willing to 
sacrifice sitting out of these activities for the sake of 
staying healthy. I just hope the district leaves the 
decision to individual parents on whether or not the 
children must return to face-to-face learning or not.

KIMBERLY STRICKLAND
Alice Drive Middle parent, preschool teacher
I am a parent of an Alice Drive Middle School student and 
a preschool teacher at Cherryvale Elementary. I have 
asthma, so I am considered high-risk. I will support the 
district with whatever decision is made, but a definite 
decision needs to be made to give us time to prepare, 
either way! At this point, my classroom is usually about 
ready for the year! If we return face to face, I don’t think we 
should have to burn our sick time because it is limited for 
us newer teachers that do not have large amounts built 
up. I would have to take time off if my minor child got sick 
too, so it could accumulate quickly.
Another issue would be cleaning and sanitizing supplies. 
It is difficult to find them and could become expensive 
for the teacher to purchase for frequent cleaning.
I miss being in the classroom and miss all my babies, but 
I would never want to think I was the reason one of my 
students became sick or that I put my son or husband at 
risk. There is really no perfect solution. I love my job and 
think that Dr. Martin-Knox and her team will take all this 
into consideration when making her decision about 
what is best for Sumter School District!

AMY GEDDINGS
Kingsbury Elementary 
School parent
I want my children in school even 
if it’s a few days a week. Education 
is so important! Virtual learning is a 
joke!

AMANDA LEGRAND ROGERS
Millwood Elementary parent
I am a parent of a 6-year-old. He 
is starting first grade at Millwood 
Elementary in August. My 
immediate response is he needs 
to go back to school. I don’t take 
this pandemic lightly. I have 
concerns for his safety once he 
goes back. It requires a great 
deal of trust and faith in 
Millwood as well as their trust in 
me to keep him home if he’s 
sick. That being said, I still feel 
strongly that he needs to be in a 
classroom. My husband and I 
work full-time. When COVID-19 
first showed up and shut 
everything down, I was home. I 
was able to give full attention to 
his final quarter of kindergarten. 
My parents were also home, so 
they were able to help out 
when needed. I am now back at 
work five days a week, as are my 
parents. I am very concerned 
about balancing a full-time job 

and keeping him on task for first 
grade. He isn’t in a higher grade 
that can be left home alone or 
even at a point where he can be 
100% responsible for getting his 
work done without someone 
helping. 
I have seen the harsh comments 
that have been made on 
Facebook about people wanting 
to send their children back to 
school. I have seen the 
comments made by teachers 
about their concerns. I know my 
opinion may not be the popular 
one; however, I still feel the 
option needs to be given. I do 
not fault anyone who wants 
their child to remain home in 
August. I am very worried about 
the number of cases we have 
seen, and I fully understand that 
if they don’t go down then 
virtual is the only option. 

MARESA HEMMINGER HUDSON
CCTC has been holding classes in person since summer 
semester opened. How many have become ill? Think 
independently. In person with precautions in place, like wash 
your hands, don’t share, try to distance. And we have another 
month, more if we do wait until after Labor Day. At least offer 
the option of in person or virtual. I have two children at Sumter 

High. One’s in ROTC and missed out on drill team competitions 
last year. Hard to do from home. He’ll be a senior, and ROTC is 
his ticket to schools and scholarships as he plans to pursue a 
military career. The other would probably be fine doing virtual. 
So not only differences between families but even within 
families.

BAILEY ROSDAIL
Sumter High student
I will be a senior at Sumter High School for this school year, and I 
strongly believe in-person instruction is the only option for high 
school students. At a younger age, it is easier to successfully do online 
school, but at our age we need interaction, and we need support from 
our teachers that we just didn’t experience last year. Our teachers are 
not trained in online instruction, and it shows. High school is a once-
in-a-lifetime experience unlike any other, and we are missing out on 
important traditions like homecoming and prom. Our state has shown 
that a large portion of people aren’t gonna take precautions to stop 
the spread, and we can’t force people to do that. Our students and our 
education is permanently suffering because our school district is 
disregarding the permanent damage that school online has caused 
us. I know lots of people who got worse grades online than they did 
in person. I also know students that didn’t learn anything and found 
ways to cheat throughout last semester. The bottom line is, for high 
school students, online is not an option and will permanently damage 
our educations and our futures.

GARY BETTINGER
Retired teacher and 
administrator; son and 
daughter-in-law are 
both teachers
Virtual school until the rates go 
down. We have to keep 
teachers, staff, students, and 
families safe!

KIM SINGLETON

Sumter High parent, nephew in kindergarten at 
Wilder Elementary
I feel the school should stay 
closed for now and have the 
teacher back in the classroom 
alone and do a Zoom type 
setting to teach their students. 

Then when things get better, 
numbers go down, we can 
gradually move into in-person 
school. With the children 
wearing masks.

NORM MUDGETT

Coach and father of Sumter School District students
Mental health, education and the future of all these kids: Many 
students have parents who can’t be home to force their children to 
learn online. Some have parents who don’t care. Schools are not 
meant to raise children, but in some circumstances, it’s the only 
place they go where adults care for them.
Also, we are going to lose a lot of these kids (academically) if we 
don’t get them back in school. A lot of student-athletes only get 
grades (unfortunately) because of sports. No sports, no cares 
given. Coaches and teachers see it all the time. You can’t take 
away the one responsibility kids have and expect them to 
succeed later in life. Kids need interaction with other kids. They 
are learning more than just math and science; they are learning 
team work and communication. The end of last year is already 
going to have a negative effect on the upcoming school year. 
Kids will already be behind. Not getting them back is only going 
to make it worse.
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REFLECTIONS

Sumter’s National Guard unit, Battery E, 178th Field Artillery, left the armory Feb. 7, 1941, for Fort Bragg, North Carolina, to begin a year of intensive training. The enlisted person-
nel of the company lined up in front of the armory were: 1st Sgt. Capers Wactor, Staff Sgt. R. F. McLellan Jr., Sgts. J. F. Carroll, A. R. Cubbage, Ernest Huggins, John H. Humphries, W. 
A. O’Quinn, James B. Stanley, Robert E. Strawn, Cpls. Harold V. Bradley, J. P. Brogdon, W. C. Chandler, J. L. Jackson, H. B. Josey, W. S. Kolb, M. B. Mathis, A. S. Matthews, J. A. Wactor, J. 
H. Thomas, privates first class W. P. Allsbrooks, R. C. Ard, D. L. Capehart, E. W. Carlisle, P. A. Cromer, J. H. Cubbage, L. B. Cummings, Otto Driggers, A. W. Hancock, F. I. Herrington, J. C. 
Hodge, R. W. Hodge, C. L. Huggins, B. W. Jayroe, H. L. Josey, J. M. McColloch, Henry Mixon, W. P. Muldrow, E. W. Player, R. T. Ridgeway, C. B. Smith, Homer Smith, F. W. Stafford, E. T. 
Truett, B. M. White, R. L. Wilder, J. W. Witherspoon, privates A. M. Bartlett, C. R. Baker, M. C. Baker, H. E. Boyce, Monroe Brown, G. E. Chappell, Paschall Cochran, D. C. Copeland, B. H. 
Coulter, F. M. Coulter Jr., R. T. Davis, J. M. DuRant, V. M. Fields, R. S. Fowler Jr., H. W. Geddings, L. S. Geddings, J. R. Galloway, J. W. Galloway, Lever Gleaton, L. F. Goodson, J. A. Grum-
ples, O. E. Hatfield, J. E. Hodge, J. P. Hogan, F. P. Holloway, Riley Hudson, Richard Huggins, W. J. Jayroe, W. C. Jones Jr., J. C. King, D. B. Kolb, L. E. McIntosh, L. A. Mathis, T. R. Morgan, 
G. M. Morrell, J. E. Nesbett, C. F. Newman, W. J. Norris, J. H. Perry, C. M. Player, C. B. Richardson, B. G. Riles, S. B. Russett, A. S. Salisbury, C. L. B. Shirah, E. V. Shorter, Bruce Smith, S. B. 
Smith, A. A. Spratt, O. W. Stephen, A. M. Tobias, C. D. Tobias, P. J. Warner, H. E. Watson Jr., Willie Wingate, H. R. Young.

178th Field Artillery had long record overseas with Fifth Army

Reflections remem-
bers the achieve-
ments of  the 178th 

Field Artillery, a National 
Guard unit activated dur-
ing World War II serving 
in North Africa, Sicily and 
the Italian peninsula. This 
company was noted for its 
skills in battle and com-

mitment to 
defeating 
the Axis 
forces in 
Italy. It is 
important 
that we re-
member 
their sacri-

fice and achievements dur-
ing their extended stay in 
the European theater of  
operation. There is a spe-
cial display honoring this 
combat unit at the Sumter 
County Military Display, 
and the public is invited to 
view it. 

The author used the Sumter 
Daily Item archives and pho-
tos donated by the families of  
John Thomas and W. C. Jones 
in preparing this article. Also 
used was information ob-
tained from The Historical 
and Pictorial Review book 
provided to members of  the 
178th Field Artillery.

HISTORY OF THE 178TH 
FIELD ARTILLERY

“The 178th Field Artillery 
was organized as a regiment 
on March 31, 1938. The units 
composing the regiment had 
been in the National Guard 
for some years. The organiza-
tion was dictated by a desire 
on the part of  Army and state 
officials to have complete reg-
iments within the state 
boundaries, thus facilitating 
administration and instruc-
tion. Under order of  Fourth 
Corps Area dated March 2, 
1938, the Second Battalion, 
115th Field Artillery, was re-
designated Second Battalion, 
178th Field Artillery. The 
Medical Detachment, 105th 
Engineers, was redesignated 
Medical Detachment, 178th 
Field Artillery. Regimental 
Headquarters was estab-
lished at Andrews, South 
Carolina. The regiment was 
commanded by Col. Philip F. 
Wiehrs. Thus the regiment 
came into being composed of  
two battalions.”

“An article published in the 
Sumter Daily Item in 1945 re-
ported that ‘there is nothing 
in the snowy, storm-lashed 
peaks of  the Apennines to re-
mind a person of  South Caro-
lina except, of  course, a lot of  
soldiers from that state.’”

“They were members of  the 
178th Field Artillery Battal-
ion, a 155 mm howitzer unit 
that participated in six cam-
paigns and 630 days of  com-
bat. Most soldiers in the orga-

nization acquired five gold 
stripes for 30 months’ over-
seas service. The Germans 
have grimmer evidence of  
their stay in the Mediterra-
nean theater.

“The 178th Battalion left 

tell-tale marks in North Afri-
ca, Sicily and a good part of  
Italy, a trail of  destruction by 
artillery shells put where they 
did the most good. The ene-
my’s line came in for a pound-
ing by the 178th, and many a 

smashed pillbox, gun em-
placement and fortification in 
that once-formidable defen-
sive barrier was chargeable to 
its fires.

“Originally a South Caroli-
na National Guard unit, the 
178th landed in Scotland in 
August 1942. It was in North 
Africa four months later, and 
there it saw continuous action 
at such historic places as 
Gafsa, El Guettar, Fondouk, 
Hill 609, Mateur, and finally, 
Bizerte.

“On July 17, 1943, the 178th 
landed in Sicily and fought up 
to Messina. It later supported 
the British Eighth Army in its 
crossing of  the Messina 
Straits, thus becoming one of  
the first American artillery 
units to have shells explode in 

Europe proper.
“Prior to landing at Salerno 

to join the Fifth Army on 
Sept. 5, 1943, the battalion 
traded its 1918 model “Long 
Toms” for the new 155 mm 
howitzer. Immediately after 
coming ashore, the unit en-
gaged the enemy near Avelli-
no and started a continuous 
stretch of  combat duty that 
was to last from September 
1944 until late in the winter of  
1944 at Cassino.

“It saw a lot of  fighting in 
between. It supported Fifth 
Army units in attacks against 
Venafro, the Liri Valley and 
Cassino. San Elia was a place 
the artillerymen would long 
remember. It was while in po-
sition there that they were 
under direct view from Ger-
man observation posts in the 
high ground adjacent to 
Cassino.

“The enemy shelled their 
firing positions regularly. 
During one such episode, a 
truckload of  small arms am-
munition near the gun posi-
tion was set ablaze. Capt. Dan 
E. Riggs of  Statesboro, Geor-
gia, S-3 of  the battalion, extin-
guished the fire despite hos-
tile shelling. He received a Sil-
ver Star and a Purple Heart 
for this action.

“The 178th Field Artillery 
fired incessantly during the 
assault on the Gustav and Hit-
ler Lines. It was supporting 
the French Expeditionary 
Corps, then with Fifth Army, 
and it continued to support it 
all the way from the jump-off  
position on May 11, through 
Rome, Sienna, Poggibonsi and 
Certaldo. The French com-
mander later awarded the 
unit a Croix de Guerre with a 
special citation.

“During the attacks which 
shattered the German line, 
the 178th Field Artillery occu-
pied seven different positions, 
and all of  them were subject-
ed to heavy counter-battery 
fire. No matter what the 
enemy did, however, the bat-
talion continued to render the 
type of  support which made it 
as popular with our troops as 
it was hated by the enemy.

“Its severest dose of  coun-
ter-battery came during an ac-
tion near Belvedere. Hostile 
shells hit powder pits and a 
house in which some TNT 
was stored. On top of  the ac-
tion, 30 infantrymen, moving 
along a nearby road, were 
wounded by the shelling.

“While the barrage was at 
its height, two officers and 
three enlisted men from the 
178th crawled to the road, 
evacuated the wounded to 
tents, applied first aid and had 
the wounded moved to safety 
in ambulances.

“A report issued in early 
1945 noted that the personnel 
of  the battalion received: 25 
Silver Stars, 2 Legions of  
Merit, 26 Bronze Stars, 5 Air 
Medals with 233 Clusters and 
105 Purple Hearts.

“The battalion, commanded 
by Maj. Hugh F. Knight of  
Sumter, was originally acti-
vated as a regiment on Jan. 
27, 1941. Its personnel came 
chiefly from Spartanburg, 
Greer, Lyman and Sumter, 
but replacements gave the or-
ganization a more national 
character.”

Sammy Way
REFLECTIONS

PHOTO PROVIDED
John Henry Thomas and members of his battalion are seen in Italy in 1944 during World War II.

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTOS
Officers of the 178th Field Artillery Battalion are seen in North Africa in 1943. They were, from left, Capt. 
Felters, liaison officer; Maj. Wilson; Lt. Col. Westbury; Maj. McInnis; Capt. Hanemann; and Lt. Van Arsdale.

PHOTO PROVIDED
LEFT: William C. Jones Jr. served in the 178th Field Artillery.
MIDDLE: Hugh F. Knight of Sumter served as commander of the bat-
talion.
RIGHT: John Henry Thomas served in the 178th Field Artillery.



 THE SUMTER ITEM    JULY 18 - 19, 2020    |    A7

YESTERYEAR

75 YEARS AGO — 1945
Feb. 8 — 14

• Sumter Frozen Foods, a 
new corporation formed here 
by a group of prominent Sum-
ter businessmen, has begun 
construction on a freezer lock-
er plant to be located on Broad 
Street extension, one-half mile 
beyond the city limits, which 
will cost between $50,000 and 
$60,000. S. Allen Sauls is presi-
dent of the corporation, and 
Edwin B. Boyle vice president; 
L.E. Terrell Jr. has been 
named secretary and general 
manager and W.C. Eldridge, 
treasurer.

• Sumter High added another 
victory to its string by trounc-
ing Columbia High in the Capi-
tal City gym, 48-25. Presenting 
a smooth passing attack and 
some of the most accurate 
shooting of the season, the 
Gamecocks were complete 
masters of the contest from 
start to finish and won going 
away. Louis Bryan scored 12 
points, Jack Chandler 14, fol-
lowed by Bill Baldwin with 13.

• Attracting much attention 
is the Boy Scout display in the 
W.B. Burns hardware store 
window. Arranged by the 
Lions Club Troop 37, it depicts 
several of the Scouting activi-
ties including camping, out-
door cooking and fire-building 
and direction finding.

• Influenza continued on the 
increase in South Carolina 
during the week, reported the 
state board of health. The 
week showed a total of 1,767 
cases compared with 1,567 
cases for the previous week. 
The report showed 1,130 more 
cases than for the same week 
last year.

• In the Y Midget League, the 
race for the championship is 
red hot, with the Rambling 
Wrecks only a few points 
ahead of the Red Raiders, who 
are followed closely by the 
Mallards and Pirates. To-
night’s games are Red Raiders 
versus Pirates and Mallards 
versus Rambling Wrecks. In 
the Y Junior League, the race 
also is tight with the Flying 
Goons leading by the skin of  
their teeth, followed in close 
order by the Sandlappers, Hot 
Shots and Gremlins.

• The Sumter High School 
Gamecocks, after defeating 
teams of Dreher and Columbia 
high schools, will go to Cam-
den to give the Camden High 
Bulldogs a return engagement. 
The Gamecocks won the first 
game of the season between 
the two teams a few weeks ago.

• The men’s volleyball 
league, composed of four 
teams, will play its first games 
of the season. Capt. Werber 
Bryan’s team will take on Billy 
Graham’s in the first game, 
with “Jess” James’ team play-
ing Billy Gibson’s in the sec-
ond game.

• The remainder of the 
month will be devoted to a bas-
ketball free throw contest at 
the YMCA, it was reported. 
The boys got started on the 
contest with some excellent 
scores made. Winners of the 
Midget, Junior and Senior con-
tests will have their names en-
graved on the handsome Gallo-
way and Moseley trophies that 
are on display in the YMCA 
lobby.

• Preparations have been 
completed for the annual Red 
Cross membership campaign 
which will open here officially 
on March 1 with the quota for 
Sumter County set at $14,600, 
according to an announcement 
made today by C. E. Hurst, 
publicity chairman for the 
drive.

• The Red Cross executive 
board will adopt by-laws and 
hold monthly meetings, it was 
decided at the first meeting of  
the newly elected board, held 
at Red Cross headquarters. 
Heretofore, the board has met 
only when special business 

was to come up and has oper-
ated without by-laws. W.E. 
Bynum, chairman of the 
board, appointed E. C. Stro-
man, Hugh T. Stoddard and 
Mrs. Herbert Moses to the 
committee to draw up the by-
laws which will be presented at 
the next board meeting.

• Gamecock Lodge 17, 
Knights of Pythias will have 
the grand officers of the order 
as their guests at the regular 
meeting. Grand Chancellor J. 
C. Mooneyham of Spartanburg 
will be the principal speaker. 
More than 100 persons are ex-
pected to attend.

• Several hundred Cub 
Scouts, Boy Scouts and their 
parents and Scouters are ex-
pected to attend the annual 
Scout-parent dinner at the Ed-
munds High School cafeteria. 
The meal will be served cafete-
ria style, and the program will 
be held in the auditorium im-
mediately following.

50 YEARS AGO — 1970
Oct. 12- 18

• The Sumter County Game 
and Fish Association will hold 
its fall meeting at Mill Creek 
Lake in Manchester State For-
est, according to Dick Lee, 
president. This year the supper 
meeting will follow the third-
annual South Carolina Duck 
Calling Championship, spon-
sored by the local association.

• The work of four Shaw Air 
Force Base photographers 
gained honors at the 1970 TAC 
Photography Contest and ad-
vanced to the Air Force Con-
test held at Forbes Air Force 
Base, Kansas. Photographers 
were: Capt. Richard Lytle, 
363rd Reconnaissance Techni-
cal Squadron; Sgt. Paul Fram-
er, 68th Tactical Air Support 
Group; First Lt. James Rogers, 
363rd RT SQ; and Maj. Neal 
Mishler, 18th Tactical Recon-
naissance Squadron.

• The U.S. Air Force is scal-
ing down bombing raids across 
South Vietnam while main-
taining pressure on North 
Vietnamese supply routes in 
Laos. American air attacks in 
Vietnam on suspected North 
Vietnamese and Viet Cong po-
sitions and in support of allied 
ground troops in battle have 
dropped off  by as much as 70 
percent since the big enemy of-
fensives in 1968.

• Members of the Bland Gar-
den Club will entertain Mrs. 
Robert M. Riddle of Chester, 
State Garden Club president. 
Mrs. Riddle first began work 
with garden clubs in 1957 with 
a Spartanburg club. Following 
her move to Chester, she 
served as president for two 
year terms of the Chester Club 
and has been affiliated with 
the state club for 13 years.

• At Sumter Speedway, Rat 
Morris finished second in the 
claim main event behind Guy 
Gamble and won the point 
championship in that division 
while Slick Gibbons added 20 
more points to his total by win-
ning his 17th main event in the 
modified action.

• Jan Taylor, who plays the 
Queen in the Sumter Little 
Theatre’s production of “The 
Lion in Winter,” is making her 
debut with the local group, but 
she has had a great deal of ex-
perience on the stage. A Texan, 
she was a drama major at 
Southern Methodist University 
and later was a student then a 
teacher at the Edward Rubin 
Studio in Dallas and a member 
of the Aaron Spelling players.

• Edwin B. Boyle, former 
mayor of Sumter and an out-
standing civic and business 
leader for over half  a century, 
died in Miami after a brief ill-
ness. He was 76. He was under-
going treatment at the Miami 
Heart Institute at the time of  
his death.

• Far as we know, they still 
haven’t found out whether it 
was the chicken or the egg that 

came first, but a Clemson Ex-
tension poultry specialist says 
scientists have figured that 
chickens will produce more 
eggs if  lighting conditions are 
just right. The light affects the 
pituitary gland activity, which 
controls the rate at which the 
hen will lay. Eighteen hours of  
light a day is a recommended 
figure for mature hens.

• Schools will close early in 
order that teachers may attend 
the first district meeting of the 
South Carolina Education As-
sociation at Camden High 
School, Dr. L. C. McArthur Jr., 
superintendent, has an-
nounced. Schools will close at 2 
p.m. instead of their normal 
times. Parents have been noti-
fied so that they may arrange 
for their children to be picked 
up early.

• The County Planning 
Board met and voted to pres-
ent plans for the Wise Drive 
Park Development to the 
County Commission. Ed Gus-
sio, city and county planning 
director, presented the plan to 
the board for review and dis-
cussion. The plan calls for a 13-
acre lake, tennis courts, base-
ball and softball fields, play-
ground equipment, picnic area 
and a nature trail. Also includ-
ed are a football field and 
track, camping area, volleyball 
and basketball courts, a live-
stock exhibition area, restroom 
facilities and parking areas.

• The State Department of  
Education recommended an 
average annual pay increase of  
$1,004 for South Carolina’s 
public school teachers. Cyril B. 
Busbee, state superintendent 
of education, requested the 
State Budget and Control 
Board to recommend to the 
legislature an average increase 
of $600 plus an additional cost-
of-living increase of six per-
cent.

• He’s almost unstoppable on 
the gridiron! If  anyone needed 
additional proof, he offered it 
in Sumter’s “must” victory 
over Conway. Quarterback 
Freddie Solomon, the leading 
rusher with 104 yards, scored 
the touchdown which pulled 
the Gamecocks to within one 
point, 19-18, and then ran the 
two-point conversion for the 
clincher.

• The problems caused by 
water pollution, specifically in 
the Turkey Creek area, com-
prised the major topic of dis-
cussion at the County Commis-
sion’s first of two meetings for 
the month. Appearing at the 
meeting were two residents of  
the Turkey Creek vicinity, Ar-
thur Garrenton and Charles 
Mooneyhan, who formed an ef-
fective duo in voicing their 
grievances to the commission 
on the as yet unsolved prob-
lems in their residential area.

• Buford S. Mabry was in-
stalled as president of the 
Sumter Kiwanis Club at the 
annual Ladies’ Night banquet. 
He succeeds I. Byrd Parnell. 
Other new officers installed 

were T. O. Bowen Sr., vice pres-
ident; Herman R. Moody, trea-
surer; and Hugh F. Knight, sec-
retary. Charter members Wen-
dell Levi, Fulton B. Creech and 
E. Murr Hall were honored for 
their long service to the club.

25 YEARS AGO — 1995
July 12 — 18

• Faced with drastic budget 
cuts, Sumter School District 17 
officials have decided to cut 
some staff  positions and ser-
vices to balance the district’s 
budget and fund an alternative 
program for all grade levels. 
The district will also operate 
with no reserve money during 
the 1995-96 school year.

• Curtis Threatt has resigned 
as the head football coach at 
Hillcrest High School to take a 
similar position at East Burke 
High School in Icard, North 
Carolina. Threatt was ap-
proved as the new head coach 
at East Burke by the Burke 
County Board of Education 
and becomes the third coach in 
East Burke history.

• West Ashley took a 1-0 lead 
in the best-of-five series with a 
4-2 victory, with the winning 
runs coming after a 46-minute 
rain delay in the bottom of the 
eighth inning.

• About 250 Shaw Air Force 
Base personnel, most in the 
79th Fighter Squadron, re-
turned from a trip to Jordan, 
where they flew joint exercises 
with the Royal Jordanian Air 
Force. Their 2½-week stay, for-
tunately, included only battles 
against blinding sandstorms 
and 110-degree heat. The mis-
sion was created to offer the 
squadron a chance to train in a 
foreign country against unfa-
miliar, but friendly, aircraft 
that use different airborne tac-
tics.

• Sumter’s American Legion 
P-15’s rebounded with a 6-1 vic-
tory over West Ashley to pull 
even in their best-of-five, first-
round state playoff series. 
Game 3 will be played at James 
Island High School.

• Health care was in the bag 
for public health nurses in 
rural South Carolina during 
the first half  of the 20th centu-
ry. These energetic emissaries 
of good health carried what 
amounted to a medical office 
— medicine, antiseptics, medi-
cal tools and bandages in their 
nurses’ bags. They traveled the 
back roads of the state, train-
ing midwives, teaching nutri-
tion and often providing the 
only medical treatment avail-
able or affordable to many 
South Carolinians.

• Without the comfort and 
security of a reserve fund, 
Sumter School District 17 offi-
cials aren’t sleeping easy these 
days. Trustees approved the 
district’s budget earlier this 
week with a zero balance 
showing in their once-healthy 
reserve fund — meaning they 
won’t have money to pay for 
unexpected expenditures next 
school year. This is the first 

time the district has operated 
without a reserve fund since 
1990-91, when it temporarily 
emptied the fund to cover a 
deficit caused by mid-year 
state budget cuts.

• The P-15’s led by Lee Hat-
field defeated West Ashley 9-3 
at Riley Park. Sumter’s victory 
completes the best-of-five se-
ries as the P-15’s bounced back 
with three straight wins after 
dropping the first game.

• Tom Lewis has added the 
job title of athletic director to 
that of head football coach at 
Sumter High School. Lewis, 
who will be entering his 13th 
year as Gamecock head coach, 
will take over for longtime ath-
letic director Pete Dubay. 
Dubay will remain with Sum-
ter School District 17 as a pur-
chasing agent.

• St. Philips Episcopal 
Church in rural Lee County is 
up for nomination to the Na-
tional Register of Historic 
Places. A board of the state De-
partment of Archives and His-
tory will decide whether to 
submit the property to Wash-
ington for final approval. Ap-
proved sites are entered on the 
National Register, the nation’s 
official inventory of historic 
properties.

• A Sumter attorney says he 
thinks he can go before a judge 
within months to ask for a new 
trial for a Georgia man jailed 
in the 1970 killing of 13-year-
old Margaret “Peg” Cuttino. 
Attorney Ken Young has been 
appointed by 3rd Circuit Judge 
Thomas Cooper to sift through 
evidence in the case — one of  
Sumter’s most notorious — in 
response to a recent motion by 
serial killer William “Junior” 
Pierce, who says he has evi-
dence that wasn’t discussed 
during the trial.

• Local governments are 
turning garbage into money. 
Both the city and Sumter 
County are collecting and sell-
ing residents’ discarded plas-
tic, aluminum, glass and paper 
to businesses that prepare the 
goods for reuse. While the gov-
ernments have been doing that 
for several years, the money 
they’re making from the prac-
tice is relatively new. “The 
market (for recyclable goods) is 
up, and progressively more 
people and businesses are 
making the effort to recycle,” 
said Bill Weaver, who markets 
recyclable goods for the city of  
Sumter.

• A heat advisory was in ef-
fect in Sumter County and 
other parts of the state as a 
heat wave moved from the 
Midwestern United States and 
settled in over the East. Tem-
peratures peaked at 97 degrees 
in Sumter, according to the 
weather service at Shaw Air 
Force Base. There have been 
no known heat-related deaths 
in Sumter, Lee or Clarendon 
counties, but scores of heat 
wave victims, many of them el-
derly, are arriving at hospitals 
across the nation.

• Dan Clayton has been hired 
to replace Curtis Threatt as 
the head football coach at Hill-
crest High School. Threatt re-
signed to take a position at 
East Burke High School in 
North Carolina. Clayton was 
the head coach at C.E. Murray 
for two years.

• Game 5 of Manning-San-
tee’s American Legion first-
round state playoff matchup 
against Beaufort turned out to 
be a battle between two tired 
teams. Post 68, which took a 2-0 
lead in the best-of-five series 
only to see Beaufort pull even 
2-2 with a pair of wins at Hil-
ton Head, advanced to the sec-
ond round with a 5-2 victory at 
County Field in Manning.

• The medical profession has 
always been a highly publi-
cized, highly glamorized one, 
from Dr. Kildare in the early 
days of TV to shows like Mar-
cus Welbey, M.D., and St. Else-
where in the 1970s and ’80s to 
today’s popular Chicago Hope 
and ER. Shaw’s ER, like many 
other real-life ones, has its own 
share of drama and busy time. 
“We average 60-90 patients a 
day,” said Maj. Elaine Sopko, 
20th Medical Group officer in 
charge of emergency services. 
“We see patients with every-
thing from cold symptoms to 
serious medical conditions re-
quiring resuscitation efforts 
and transfer by helicopter to 
other hospitals.”

Shaw photographers 
win honors in contest; 
quarterback Solomon 
almost unstoppable

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTO
Patrick Veltre, left, former director of the Ninth Air Force Band at Shaw 
Air Force Base, receives a certificate of commendation from Mayor 
Robert E. Graham. Given by the Shaw-Sumter Community Council, 
Veltre received the award for his “outstanding contributions to Sum-
ter-Shaw community relations.”  The presentation took place at a 
meeting of Sumter City Council.



 A8    |   JULY 18 - 19, 2020 LOCAL  |  STATE  THE SUMTER ITEM  

WHO’S OFFERING DEALS LOCALLY?
Baskin-Robbins

Customers can save at Baskin-Robbins in two 
different ways.

The first is Sunday only through DoorDash, 
an online food delivery service. When you 
order $15 or more worth of  ice cream through 
www.DoorDash.com, you can get a free regu-
lar scoop and $0 delivery fee when using 
promo code “BASKINSCOOP.” 

As an ongoing promotion, if  you download 
the Baskin-Robbins app, you can get a free reg-
ular-sized scoop of  ice cream when you make 
your first in-store purchase. What better time 
is there to start than National Ice Cream Day?

The Sumter location, 1106 Broad St., is doing 
takeout and drive-through services only during 
COVID-19.

Marble Slab Creamery
According to the ice cream retailer’s official 

website and Sumter location, if  you download its 
new Slab Happy Rewards App and join the re-
wards program, you get a $5 reward when you 
sign up and make your first purchase. This is an-
other ongoing promotion.

The creamery is also celebrating National Ice 
Cream Month with a special deal: Buy two pre-
packed ice cream quarts and get one free. The perk 
is available on weekdays through the end of July.

The Sumter creamery is doing takeout only 
now during COVID-19. It’s located behind the 
Sumter Mall at 105 E. Wesmark Blvd., Suite 7.

Dairy Queen
Sumter no longer has a DQ location, but there 

is one in Bishopville near Interstate 20, Summer-
ton near I-95 and another in Lugoff  in Kershaw 
County. 

Home of the iconic Blizzard, DQ is celebrating 
Sunday with a $1 off  coupon on any size dipped 
cone (excluding kid cones). The one-day deal in-
cludes the chain’s new Cotton Candy Dipped Cone 
or its Chocolate Dipped Cone. DQ fans just need to 
download its mobile app to get the $1 discount.

SWEET FROM PAGE A1

The school has yet to make a formal announce-
ment on the name change.

Lee Academy is a fully accredited K3-12th 
grade independent school. It is a member of  the 
South Carolina Independent School Association.

The school came into existence in 1965. It was or-
ganized after segregated all-white Bishopville High 
School and all-Black Dennis High School were 
merged to form Bishopville High School.

NAME FROM PAGE A1

Unemployment plummets in S.C. as hospitals warn crisis looming

By reopening South Caroli-
na after this spring’s COVID-
19 shutdown, more than 
100,000 people went back to 
work in June, according to 
unemployment figures re-
leased Friday.

But also on Friday, doctors 
in Greenville joined hospital 
officials in the rest of  the 
state in warning a rapidly in-
creasing number of  hospital-
ized COVID-19 patients com-
bined with nurses and other 
staff  infected during their 
off-hours in community hot 
spots leaves them — at most 
— weeks from a crisis.

“Since Memorial Day we’ve 
established business as usual. 
We cannot do that,” said Dr. 
Wendell James, a Greenville 
hospital executive who again 
said simple steps like wear-
ing masks whenever outside 
a home can end the six-week 
spike in cases in South Caro-
lina.

Similar warnings have 
come from hospitals in Myr-
tle Beach, Orangeburg and 
Charleston.

The unemployment rate 
was good news amid an ava-
lanche of  ugly numbers re-
cently in South Carolina’s 
COVID-19 fight. The June job-
less rate in the state is 8.7%, 
well down from the 12.4% 
rate in May that marked the 
peak of  the shutdown of  busi-
nesses because of  the virus.

It is still a steep increase 
from the March level of  3.2% 
before the pandemic began.

South Carolina added more 
than 105,000 jobs with about 
40% of  them coming from ho-
tels, restaurants and hospi-
tality as well as professional 
services like barbers or other 
occupations that need a li-

cense. Both sectors were hit 
hard by the government-
mandated COVID-19 shut-
downs.

“This news shows that 
South Carolina is leading the 
way in our economic recov-
ery efforts and that we can, 
and will, overcome any chal-
lenge by working together, 
being smart and showing 
compassion for our neigh-
bors,” Gov. Henry McMaster 
said in a statement.

Reopening businesses was 
a priority of  the Republican 
governor, who says over and 
over he will not shut busi-
nesses again, even as South 
Carolina’s rate of  COVID-19 
cases adjusted to population 
has hovered in the top four in 
the nation — and world — for 
the past month. The state 
also recorded 69 deaths 
Thursday, by far the most in 
a single day, followed by 25 
deaths on Friday, the fourth-
highest total since the first 
case was detected. One of  
Friday’s victims was a Sum-
ter County resident.

About 37% of  South Caroli-
na’s 65,857 diagnosed COVID-
19 cases have come in the 
past two weeks.

“If  we continue to choose 
to ignore this and act like it is 
not actually happening to us, 
we can end up being the 
equivalent of  New York City,” 
said James, a senior vice 
president with Prisma Health 
who is based in Greenville. 
Prisma Health runs Tuomey 
Hospital in Sumter.

But unlike the more than 8 
million people in New York 
who were the center of  atten-
tion when the COVID-19 pan-
demic started, South Caroli-
na is a small state of  5 mil-
lion with comparable out-
breaks also happening in 
larger places like Georgia 

and Florida, James said.
“We have a lot of  other 

places right now that are get-
ting very, very hot, and they 
are big areas. So if  you want 
the cavalry, if  you think the 
cavalry is coming, we need 
to look around the room at 
each other because we are 
probably going to be it,” 
James said at a Friday news 
conference.

James estimates hospitals 
in the Greenville area are 

about two weeks away from 
having to make hard choices 
if  cases continue to spike like 
they have since Memorial 
Day. He said that ominous 
trajectory can change in a 
week if  people wore masks, 
practiced social distancing 
and regular hand washing.

Hospitals are being pinched 
in two directions. More 
COVID-19 patients — 1,593 
people on Friday — are hos-
pitalized than ever before, a 

record that has been broken 
almost every day in July. But 
James said nurses and other 
workers are getting infected 
while off  work and in the 
community so beds go un-
filled.

“The majority of  the illness 
we see in our nursing staffs 
and our support staff  is com-
munity spread. Almost all of  
it I can’t control,” James said. 
“I can keep them well in the 
hospital.”

BY JEFFREY COLLINS
The Associated Press

five days if  it can be safely of-
fered, according to the new 
guidelines.

Those new requirements won’t 
affect many districts that were 
already planning “hybrid/blend-
ed models” of  instruction as an 
option for parents with in-person 
instruction two to three days per 
week and online instruction at 
home the other days, Brown 
added.

It will impact Sumter, 
though, since district Superin-
tendent Penelope Martin-Knox 
and the district’s Board of  
Trustees already agreed on 
July 6 at a special-called meet-
ing to begin the school year 
next month in a virtual, online 
capacity.

Martin-Knox said the fact that 
Sumter County was classified as 
a “high-risk community” by the 
state Department of  Health and 
Environmental Control ultimate-
ly influenced her recommenda-
tion to the school board to begin 
online in August.

In the district’s decision-mak-
ing process, it also attempted to 
follow guidelines from a 13-per-
son taskforce called Accelera-
teED convened by State Superin-
tendent of  Education Molly 
Spearman. 

That taskforce’s guidance — 
considered a fluid, non-binding 
document that could be altered 
based in the virus’ activity — 
called for districts in counties 
with a high COVID-19 incidence 
rate, as measured by DHEC, to 
begin the school year with full 
distance learning and no in-
classroom options, according to 
taskforce member Patrick 
Kelly.

Kelly, the director of  govern-
mental affairs for the Palmetto 
State Teachers Association, the 
largest teacher association in the 
state, spoke earlier this week 
with The Sumter Item.

Kelly said 45 of  46 counties in 
the state currently fall into DH-
EC’s high virus spread category. 
Only Marlboro County is consid-
ered a medium spread county for 

COVID-19 this week. The task-
force recommended the “hybrid 
model” of  instruction for medi-
um category counties.

INITIAL REOPENING PLANS AND 
THEN WEDNESDAY

Sumter made its formal an-
nouncement to start fully virtual 
before submitting its initial re-
opening plan to the state. All dis-
tricts’ initial reopening plans were 
due to the state DOE on Friday, 
but 35 of the state’s 81 districts, in-
cluding Sumter, have requested 
extensions. They were all granted, 
Brown said.

Many of those districts had al-
ready requested extensions before 
Wednesday when Gov. Henry Mc-
Master recommended that all 
public schools in the state be open 
this fall five days a week for face-
to-face instruction. During the 
press conference, he did not men-
tion the state’s continued, increas-
ing COVID-19 spread.

As of Friday, the age group with 
the largest percentage of all con-
firmed cases in the state is 21-30, 
making up 22% of all cases. Those 
aged 11-20 make up 11% of all 
cases, the fourth-highest percent-
age behind age groups 31-40 (16%), 
41-50 (15%) and 51-60 (14%).

The Republican governor said it 
should be up to parents to decide 
whether to send students to in-
person classes or let their children 
take classes online at home, mean-
ing schools should offer both op-
tions. He proposed the Tuesday 
after Labor Day, Sept. 8, as a start 
date for public schools across the 
state to give districts more time to 
prepare amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Spearman, also an elected Re-
publican, declined McMaster’s in-
vitation to Wednesday’s news con-
ference and released a statement 
later saying her goal is to reopen 
schools for five days a week “as 
safely and as soon as possible.” 
But she indicated the choice 
should be left with local school 
districts on when it’s safe.

However, she did tell The Asso-
ciated Press later in the day by 
phone that while she wouldn’t 
mandate the governor’s request, 
she was telling districts they must 
give parents the option to put their 

kids in classrooms at least one day 
a week — as long as their safety 
can be assured.

“You have to put in one day a 
week so you can put eyes on 
them,” Spearman told AP. She re-
portedly said she worried about 
thousands of students who never 
signed in for virtual work or 
picked up assignments after the 
March shutdown of schools.

Mandating any number of in-
person days a week was not in the 
AccelerateED published guide-
lines for districts.

AFTER-EFFECTS
Teachers, some school districts, 

state education association groups 
and some legislative leaders im-
mediately criticized the governor, 
saying that while they agree in-
person learning is best, there has 
been no sign COVID-19 is slowing 
down, making it too early to have 
children in class five days a week.

According to various news out-
lets, districts across the state also 
had questions on how McMaster’s 
recommendation would apply to 
their reopening plans.

Brown, with the DOE, said 
some staff members then met 
with Spearman on Thursday be-
cause of the questions, and the 
updated guidelines were formally 
written and distributed to districts 
on Friday.

“These are written guidelines,” 
Brown said, “because there were 
just a lot of questions as to ‘Do we 
have to offer five days a week?’; 
‘Can we just do virtual?’ So, we’ve 
answered that, so there’s clarity.”

SUMTER SCHOOL BOARD 
MEETING MONDAY

Sumter School District’s Board 
of Trustees has its regularly 
scheduled monthly meeting on 
Monday night. 

An agenda for Monday’s full 
board meeting was placed online. 
The meeting will begin at 6 p.m.

With the ongoing spread of  
COVID-19, the district has kept all 
board meetings since April closed 
in person to the public. Anyone 
wanting to attend virtually can 
do so via YouTube at Sumter 
School District Board Meeting 
and the district’s Facebook 
page, @SumterSCSchools.
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It’s time to learn what our system’s about from the inside

I’ve spent a long time in 
politics, and over those 
years one thing has re-
mained constant: There 

are a lot more Americans who 
criticize government than there 
are who serve and do some-
thing about it.

I’ll admit, there have been 
times when I’ve felt a bit re-
sentful. It’s hard to enter the 
fray, be expected to listen pa-
tiently to criticism from all 
comers, and then look around 
to find that many of them are 
nowhere to be found when it 
comes to the hard work of im-
proving our communities and 
our system.

But far more than annoy-
ance, what I’ve felt is amaze-
ment at the immense but often 
ungrasped opportunity our sys-
tem offers. This is especially 
acute these days, as millions of  
Americans take to the streets 
and to social media with pas-
sionate intensity, driven by 
deeply held beliefs or newfound 
conviction and a sense that it’s 

time to weigh in. I agree — but 
then, I think it’s always time to 
weigh in. That’s what our sys-
tem asks of us as citizens. And 
in particular, I’d argue that it 
asks us to do it from the inside, 
not just from the outside.

We desperately need citizens 
to enter the public arena — 
people who are not afraid to 

plunge in and 
try to improve 
our democrat-
ic institutions. 
To be sure, 
critics and or-
dinary en-
gaged citizens 
have an im-
portant role to 
play in shap-

ing the public 
discourse. But if  at some point 
in their lives they and others do 
not also see a duty to serve, our 
nation is in trouble.

I know the arguments you 
can find against it. You have to 
compromise your values. It’s 
thankless. The system turns 

you into a cog. You make your-
self a target of scrutiny. You 
can’t actually accomplish any-
thing.

To all of this, I say: So? There 
is no question that our govern-
ing institutions need improv-
ing. But it’s not going to hap-
pen unless people with the 
power to change them roll up 
their sleeves and set about 
doing so. And those people are 
the ones inside those institu-
tions, who’ve learned how they 
work and who understand that 
actual change happens by dint 
of legislation, administration 
and the nitty-gritty details of  
reform.

There are plenty of other 
things you can do, too: vote, 
spend time learning the issues 
you care about, make informed 
judgments about your elected 
representatives, get involved in 
organizations that advocate for 
the causes you value. But as 
writer Andy Smarick put it re-
cently in The Bulwark, “[G]
overning is formative. Knock-

ing on doors as a candidate is 
not just about winning votes. 
Sitting through a long bill hear-
ing is not just about following 
the legislative process. Taking 
part in public debates is not just 
about self-expression. Making a 
tough governing decision is not 
just about resolving a policy 
matter. Through these activi-
ties, the public servant listens 
to fellow citizens, learns of  
competing priorities and wit-
nesses principles in conflict.”

In our democracy, these and 
other skills are vital — not just 
for public officials, but for any 
citizen who wants to be in-
volved in the community. Lis-
tening to our peers, under-
standing their hopes, appreciat-
ing the differences among 
them, grasping why accommo-
dation and compromise are 
crucial to resolving those dif-
ferences and learning how to 
accomplish them are part and 
parcel of making a representa-
tive democracy work. People 
who do this feel in their bones 

how hard it is to govern in a 
large, diverse republic — and 
why we depend on large num-
bers of ordinary people to step 
forward, find their niche and 
participate on town boards, in 
state legislatures and in Con-
gress.

So, as I look about at the re-
markable levels of public en-
gagement in this intense politi-
cal year, I find myself hoping 
that more comes out of it than 
simple public pressure. I hope 
that people who’d never consid-
ered it before decide it’s time to 
step forward, serve in public of-
fice and help their fellow citi-
zens make this a better country.

Lee Hamilton is a senior adviser 
for the Indiana University Cen-
ter on Representative Govern-
ment, a Distinguished Scholar 
at the IU Hamilton Lugar 
School of Global and Interna-
tional Studies and a Professor 
of Practice at the IU O’Neill 
School of Public and Environ-
mental Affairs. 

Lee Hamilton

Recent editorials from South Carolina 
newspapers:

The State
July 14

Resistance to 
wearing masks

Many South Carolinians who still 
won’t wear face masks during the ongo-
ing raging COVID-19 pandemic say they 
don’t want their individual freedoms 
trampled upon as though they were liv-
ing in some undemocratic Third World 
country.

Perhaps someone should break the 
news to these people that during a re-
cent seven-day period, South Carolina 
racked up more new COVID-19 cases 
per every 1 million residents than these 
authoritarian Third World countries:

Bahrain. Oman. Kazakhstan.
These are the kind of facts that con-

tinue to expose the folly of South Caro-
linians who persist in refusing to wear 
face masks — even as our state ap-
proaches the four-figure mark in deaths 
related to COVID-19.

Doesn’t it bother the “If I put on a 
mask, I put away my freedom” crowd 
that if  South Carolina were a country, 
we’d be considered a more alarming 
global hotspot for coronavirus than 
Panama?

Armenia? Brazil? Chile? Or several 
other nations across the world? 

Clearly not.
And that’s understandably a source 

of raw frustration for all of the South 
Carolinians who are wearing masks, 
practicing social distancing and doing 
their part to reduce COVID-19’s spread.

But we can’t give up. 
We can’t give up in our efforts to try 

to persuade more South Carolinians to 
transform themselves from dangerously 
stubborn holdouts to duty-minded citi-
zens who accept their responsibility to 
wear face masks in the midst of a mod-
ern-day plague.

We must keep faith that these naysay-
ers across our state will eventually own 
up to their obligation to our state.

Yes, it is exasperating that while 
South Carolina continues to break re-
cords for daily COVID-19 cases, no num-
ber is seemingly high enough to sway 
some to wear masks.

But we must keep throwing those 
grim numbers — politely, of course — 
into the uncovered faces of the skeptics.

Yes, it is maddening that as one local 
community after another has moved to 
implement laws requiring their resi-
dents to wear face masks in public plac-
es, the citizens who won’t can defiantly 
point out that Gov. Henry McMaster op-
poses a statewide requirement.

But we must keep pointing out that 
this is just another example of how 
local leaders have been way ahead of  
McMaster in taking decisive action dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

Yes, it is exhausting to hear and read 
State Epidemiologist Linda Bell issue 
yet another heartfelt plea to South Car-
olinians to simply wear face masks — 
and realize that her latest appeal will 
likely be just as studiously ignored by 

the “unwilling and uncovered” as the 
previous ones she’s made.

But we must keep encouraging Bell to 
speak up and speak out — while also 
giving power to her words by showing 
how most South Carolinians are em-
bracing and heeding them.

In short, we can’t give up trying to 
lower the stubborn resistance to wear-
ing face masks in South Carolina — be-
cause it remains our best chance of low-
ering the ominous COVID-19 numbers 
that make donning masks necessary in 
the first place.

Besides, “We’re worse than Bahrain!” 
isn’t exactly the most inspiring slogan 
for a state, is it?

The Post and Courier
July 12

Ruling is a victory 
for religious freedom

The U.S. Supreme Court decision that 
private-school advocates hope to turn 
into huge taxpayer subsidies doesn’t 
change anything in South Carolina, but 
it does include an important reminder 
that our lawmakers can’t hear too many 
times.

The court’s landmark ruling in Espi-
noza v. Montana Department of Reve-
nue very reasonably said states that 
subsidize private schools can’t discrimi-
nate against religious schools. In doing 
so, the court rejected Montana’s so-
called Blaine Amendment, one of many 
such state constitutional provisions that 
were adopted after a failed 1875 effort to 
write anti-Catholic funding prohibitions 
into the U.S. Constitution.

It’s an important victory for religious 
freedom in states that were discriminat-
ing against religious schools. South Car-
olina hasn’t been one of those states for 
nearly half a century.

Despite the rhetoric to the contrary 
by organizations that want to pay par-
ents to abandon our public schools, the 
Legislature removed the Blaine Amend-
ment from the South Carolina Constitu-
tion in 1973, replacing a ban on direct or 
indirect funding for religious institu-
tions with a ban on public funding “for 
the direct benefit of any religious or 
other private educational institution” 
(Article XI, Section 4).

The most obvious thing about that 
language is that it treats religious and 
nonreligious private schools the same, 
as the court just ordered other states to 
do. The most important thing is that it 
recognizes the real distinction we can 
and should make isn’t between religious 
and nonreligious schools. The real dis-
tinction — in both importance to our so-
ciety and propriety of taxpayer support 
— is between public and private schools. 
Our constitution recognizes that, as the 
immediately preceding section requires, 
the job of the taxpayers is to support “a 
system of free public schools” that are 
“open to all children in the State.”

Now, the constitutional ban hasn’t 
stopped the Legislature from providing 
indirect support to private schools. Our 
state awards college scholarships for 
students at both public and private col-
leges and universities. It funds 4-year-

old kindergarten programs that are op-
erated by public schools as well as pri-
vate organizations — both religious and 
nonreligious.

Both of those programs make some 
sense because our state never saw pro-
viding higher education as a central 
part of its job, and the Legislature only 
recently began to recognize that educa-
tion needs to start long before age 5. As 
a result, private colleges and child-care 
centers grew up to meet the demand for 
pre-kindergarten and post-secondary 
education, and it was simply easier (and 
fairer) for the state to subsidize existing 
programs that meet our standards than 
to try to duplicate them.

But South Carolina has recognized its 
responsibility to provide public educa-
tion since adding that requirement to 
the 1868 constitution — a duty so impor-
tant that even the Tillman constitution 
of 1895 retained it. Although the politi-
cal and legal opinion of just what that 
means has changed repeatedly over the 
decades and remains in dispute today, 
our constitution has consistently recog-
nized that the entire state benefits when 
all of its citizens have some basic level 
of education — and it suffers when we 
leave people uneducated.

And this is where we get to the Su-
preme Court’s important constitutional 
reminder, courtesy of Chief Justice 
John Roberts’ majority opinion: “A 
state need not subsidize private educa-
tion. But once a state decides to do so, it 
cannot disqualify some private schools 
solely because they are religious.”

Read that first part again: A state 
need not subsidize private education.

Private schools, parents who send 
their children to private schools and 
lobbying groups that want to defund 
public education spend a lot of time try-
ing to convince our legislators that 
South Carolina has an obligation to pay 
for private schools, through either 
vouchers or convoluted scholarship pro-
grams.

We don’t think that’s wise, since we 
can’t control what those schools teach 
or how well they teach it. And as the 
chief justice just reminded us — by way 
of an opinion that has the biggest pri-
vate-school advocates singing the “Hal-
lelujah Chorus” — it’s certainly not a 
requirement.

The Myrtle Beach Sun News
July 10

Confederate symbols
In the pivotal 1948 presidential elec-

tion, then-S.C. Gov. Strom Thurmond 
campaigned against President Harry 
Truman’s civil rights program.

At the University of Virginia in Char-
lottesville, Thurmond told a receptive 
audience that measures against lynch-
ing and racial discrimination “would 
undermine the American way of life 
and outrage the Bill of Rights.”

In July of that year, Thurmond left 
the Democratic Party at its national 
convention in July and established the 
States Rights Democratic Party, known 
as the Dixiecrats.

While accepting the Dixiecrats’ presi-
dential nomination in Birmingham, 

Thurmond declared that “there’s not 
enough troops in the army to force the 
Southern people to break down segrega-
tion and admit the (N-word) race into 
our theaters, into our swimming pools, 
into our homes, into our churches.”

Thurmond went on to capture only 
four states — including our state — in 
the 1948 election, which Truman fa-
mously won in come-from-behind fash-
ion over Republican candidate Thomas 
Dewey.

But Thurmond did go on to represent 
South Carolina for nearly 50 years in 
the U.S. Senate as a member of the Re-
publican Party.

In his 2018 book “The Soul of Ameri-
ca: The Battle for Our Better Angels,” 
Jon Meacham used the 1948 campaign 
as an illustration of Americans’ better 
angels prevailing in conflicts “between 
the impulses of good and evil.” Fortu-
nately, the attitudes of South Carolin-
ians are vastly different in 2020 than 
they were in 1948 — and they are con-
tinuing to change and evolve.

People who were inclined to be silent 
are now speaking up about issues, in-
cluding the need to reform law enforce-
ment to ensure that people of color are 
treated the same as white citizens.

The tragic death of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis two months ago triggered 
a global response, including peaceful 
protest parades in Myrtle Beach and 
North Myrtle Beach.

The response suggests there is a fun-
damental change taking place in atti-
tudes and feelings about relationships 
with people who may not look like us, 
about concerns for de facto equality and 
about the need to truly have justice for 
all.

In recent weeks alone: 
Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves removed 

the Confederate emblem from the state 
flag. 

NASCAR banned Confederate flags 
from being displayed at its race tracks.

Statues of Confederate Gen. Robert E. 
Lee and other figures linked to the Con-
federacy were removed or approved for 
removal from public places.

The majority of these monuments 
were removed by government action. 
Unfortunately, however, a few have 
been taken down by protesters — which 
works against their cause just as arson 
and looting diminish the impact of  
peaceful protests.

Once the Civil War ended, both Lee 
and Jefferson Davis, the president of  
the Confederate States of America, felt 
the Confederate flag should be put away. 
Lee urged his troops “to commit to 
oblivion the feelings” that the Confeder-
ate flag engendered; Davis, meanwhile, 
wrote that the flag should be folded up, 
laid away and no longer used.

Claims of Southern heritage notwith-
standing, the Confederate battle flag 
was fully usurped by the Ku Klux Klan 
and other white supremacy groups and 
individuals — and in reality it now rep-
resents a symbol of hate and domestic 
terrorism.

Truman warned against dividing the 
country into sections and the need “to 
appeal to people’s best instincts, not 
their worst ones.” Those best instincts 
are what Abraham Lincoln called “the 
better angels of our nature.”

May they again prevail.
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TODAY

Mostly sunny and 
humid

94°

WEDNESDAY

An afternoon 
thunderstorm

92° / 74°

SSW 6-12 mph

Chance of rain: 55%

TUESDAY

Partly sunny and 
humid

93° / 75°

SSW 6-12 mph

Chance of rain: 20%

MONDAY

Some sun with a 
midday t-storm

95° / 75°

SSW 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 55%

SUNDAY

A p.m. t-storm in 
the area

95° / 75°

SSW 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 40%

TONIGHT

Partly cloudy and 
humid

75°

SSW 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 25%

S 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 10%

High   92°
Low   71°
Normal high   91°
Normal low   70°
Record high   100° in 1993
Record low   62° in 1967

24 hrs ending 2 p.m. yest.   0.00"
Month to date   2.89"
Normal month to date   2.79"
Year to date   34.17"
Last year to date   20.26"
Normal year to date   25.71"

SUMTER THROUGH 2 P.M. YESTERDAY

Murray 360 357.49 -0.01
Marion 76.8 75.43 -0.05
Moultrie 75.5 75.32 +0.06
Wateree 100 96.53 -0.16

Black River 12 8.78 -0.23
Congaree River 19 3.09 +0.08
Lynches River 14 5.81 -0.59
Saluda River 14 2.42 -1.24
Up. Santee River 80 77.36 +0.28
Wateree River 24 10.88 -0.28

Sunrise 6:24 a.m. Sunset  8:32 p.m.
Moonrise 4:14 a.m. Moonset 7:02 p.m.

New First

July 20 July 27

Full Last

Aug. 3 Aug 11

Today 7:53 a.m. 2.6 2:41 a.m. 0.5
 8:20 p.m. 3.3 2:32 p.m. 0.0
Sun. 8:42 a.m. 2.6 3:28 a.m. 0.3
 9:07 p.m. 3.5 3:20 p.m. -0.1

Asheville 88/69/pc 88/68/t
Athens 95/72/pc 96/73/t
Augusta 97/75/s 98/74/t
Beaufort 93/75/s 95/78/t
Cape Hatteras 90/79/s 91/79/t
Charleston 92/76/s 93/77/t
Charlotte 93/75/t 95/76/t
Clemson 93/74/pc 95/74/t
Columbia 94/76/s 94/76/t
Darlington 93/75/s 95/76/t
Elizabeth City 94/77/t 93/77/t
Elizabethtown 93/75/t 92/75/t
Fayetteville 94/75/pc 95/76/t

Florence 94/76/t 96/77/t
Gainesville 91/70/pc 92/69/t
Gastonia 93/74/t 96/73/t
Goldsboro 93/73/pc 94/75/t
Goose Creek 92/75/s 93/76/t
Greensboro 92/74/t 94/74/t
Greenville 93/73/t 94/73/t
Hickory 90/73/pc 93/72/t
Hilton Head 89/77/s 89/79/t
Jacksonville, FL 91/70/pc 92/70/pc
La Grange 94/74/pc 97/75/t
Macon 97/70/s 98/74/s
Marietta 92/73/pc 93/74/t

Marion 89/69/pc 89/70/t
Mt. Pleasant 90/77/s 90/78/t
Myrtle Beach 89/77/s 89/77/t
Orangeburg 94/74/s 93/75/t
Port Royal 91/76/s 91/77/t
Raleigh 94/75/pc 94/76/t
Rock Hill 93/73/t 95/73/t
Rockingham 93/74/t 95/74/t
Savannah 94/76/s 95/76/t
Spartanburg 93/72/pc 95/73/t
Summerville 92/74/s 93/75/t
Wilmington 90/75/s 90/76/t
Winston-Salem 92/73/t 94/74/t

 Today Sun.  Today Sun.  Today Sun.

Atlanta 93/75/pc 94/75/t
Chicago 94/77/pc 91/71/t
Dallas 94/77/s 95/77/s
Detroit 92/74/pc 92/68/t
Houston 92/76/pc 94/77/s
Los Angeles 83/64/pc 82/63/pc
New Orleans 93/79/s 91/79/t
New York 91/75/s 93/79/pc
Orlando 90/77/pc 90/75/pc
Philadelphia 94/74/s 97/80/pc
Phoenix 110/88/s 112/88/s
San Francisco 74/56/pc 73/57/pc
Wash., DC 96/78/pc 100/81/pc

 Today Sun.

IN THE MOUNTAINS

Today: Humid with a thunderstorm. Winds 
west-northwest 4-8 mph.
Sunday: Widely separated thunderstorms. 
Winds northwest 3-6 mph.

ON THE COAST

Today: Sunshine and a few clouds; humid. 
High 88 to 93.
Sunday: A thunderstorm around. High 89 
to 95.

93/72
93/73

92/72

94/76

93/73
94/76

89/77

94/75

94/74

92/76

94/73

PUBLIC AGENDA

WIDE OPEN SPACES: 
In the great out-
doors
by Greg Johnson

ACROSS
1 Trade pact 

signed in 1993
6 Pantry item with 

a string
12 Measures of re-

sistance
16 Org. fighting 

identity theft
19 Witch craft
20 High fashion 

suit brand
21 Table game
22 Salad topper
23 Fruit facility in 

northern 
climes

25 From Madrid, in 
Madrid

27 Mideast rulers
28 Ritually desig-

nate
30 Night in Rome
31 Grammy cate-

gory
32 Central Florida 

city
36 Capital of Togo
37 Heckles or 

jeers
38 Studies with 

urgency

40 100-acre sports 
facility

44 Miami-__ 
County

45 “Same here”
46 Rise, as a river
47 Land on the 

Mediterranean
49 Big T on sorori-

ty housing
51 Bard’s stage di-

rection
54 Alternative to 

bold
57 __ counter (ta-

chometer)
60 Drill demon-

stration area
64 Lobster __ Dia-

volo
65 Not all that 

precise
68 Bird perch
69 Wheel of For-

tune purchase 
choices

71 One toasted at 
brunch

72 Water-resistant 
hardwood

76 Mincemeat in-
gredient

77 Small singers
78 Manicurist’s 

material
79 Iliad byline

81 Fisher, 
the first 
mother in 

space
83 So far
84 Herder’s work-

place
89 Protector of 

teeth: Abbr.
90 Go by
92 Enter user-

name and 
password

93 ‘70s den arrival
96 Comic book 

“Kapow!”
99 Navel forma-

tion
101 KITCHEN on a 

moving box
105 100 pounds of 

hay, say
107 Much of a 

mall’s real es-
tate

110 Possible altar 
answer

111 Top crew
113 Edges out
114 Conclude with
116 SUV make
117 Southpaw’s 

sobriquet
118 Season’s 

greeting
121 Coloration
123 Showing self-

pride
125 Urban plaza

130 Last pronoun 
in the Declara-
tion

131 Make more 
acute

132 World Cup 
chant

133 Vocalize
134 Drive-thru 

setup
135 Nails down, as 

a date
136 Fluorescent 

pigment
137 Outskirts of 

Sioux Falls

DOWN
1 Network with 

Peacock 
streaming

2 In __ (behind in 
repayment)

3 Pole vaulter’s 
landing place

4 Morrison who 
wrote Beloved

5 Dessert with or-
anges

6 Road coating
7 Goof
8 Comedian 

Schumer
9 Rum cake
10 Common quote 

notation
11 Escort for hire
12 Tubeless test 

site
13 Certain restau-

rant greeter
14 Floor cleaner
15 Teenspeak, for 

example
16 Venue with 

conflicting 
goals

17 Slanty
18 Six-foot-five 

funny fellow
24 Top-left PC key
26 Shrugger’s 

comment
29 Slip with a 

promise
31 It established 1 

Down
33 Chief prosecu-

tors: Abbr.
34 “Not so high!”
35 Smart speaker 

voice
39 Bon __ (witti-

cism)
41 Beat it
42 Source of hints
43 “__, lad” (IRE-

LAND ana-
gram)

48 Very early
50 Retail ID
52 Independent 

charities: Abbr.
53 Pants, so to 

speak
55 Newly unwrin-

kled
56 Puts in motion
57 Sort of steak
58 Protector of 

teeth
59 Produce busi-

ness
61 __ moment 

(right now)
62 “Abounding in” 

ending
63 Indian state 

___ Pradesh
66 Generational 

designation
67 Actress Milano
70 Significant pe-

riod
73 Want ad letters
74 Concert array

75 Foreign Legion 
hat

80 Tease
82 CSI setting
85 Rope fiber
86 Tucked in
87 Album ID
88 Group of locals
91 Skirt folds
94 “Medical” skin 

care brand
95 Unanalyzed, as 

data
97 Search for an 

Alcatraz es-
capee

98 Whom the Mir-
acle Mets beat

100 Flight board 
posting, for 
short

102 Lions and ti-
gers (not 
bears)

103 Tall symbol of 
two states

104 Inc. cousin
105 Trainer in 

Creed

106 Dined in a 
diner

108 80-110 __ 
(Trans-Canada 
Highway 
speed limit 
range)

109 Shrimp’s clas-
sification

112 Ancient tales
115 NHL extra pe-

riods
119 Luau dance
120 Toe the line
122 Common sun-

dae topping
124 Opposing 

team
126 Activity re-

cord
127 Unfavorable 

opinion
128 Lofty suit
129 EMT destina-

tions
CRANBERRY BOGs 

(23 Across), 
according to 
cranberries.

org, are com-
mon through-
out the north-
ern U.S., from 
Massachusetts 
to Washington, 
as well as the 
Canadian prov-
inces of Que-
bec and British 
Columbia. The 
Dade in Miami-
DADE County 
(44 Across) is 
Virginia-born 
Francis Dade, 
who was a sol-
dier serving in 
the Second 
Seminole War 
of the 1830s. 
Astronaut 
ANNA LEE Fish-
er (81 Across) 
was a Mission 
Specialist on a 
1984 flight of 
the Discovery 
space shuttle.

ARIES (March 
21-April 19): 
Put your 
energy into 
something 

useful. Apply your skills to 
something you enjoy. Do your 
research, set up a game plan and 
prepare to market yourself for 
something that excites you. Enjoy 
the company of someone you share 
common interests with and love.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The past 
will haunt you if you don’t take care 
of unfinished business. Tidy up 
loose ends, let go of the past and 
live in the moment. Once you 
decide to take the high road, 
satisfaction and happiness will be 
yours.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don’t 
believe everything you hear. 
Someone will try to sway your 
opinion or feed you information 
that isn’t accurate. Trust is 
something you have to earn, not 
buy; don’t let anyone pull you into 
his or her plan or scam. Do your 
own thing.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Change 
begins with you. Look around, 
observe how others are living and 
formulate a plan that will 
encourage a happier and healthier 
lifestyle. The information you gather 
and the results you achieve will be 
enlightening.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Expand your 
interests, mind and future. Draw on 
the past, and you’ll realize how best 
to move forward. Look at what’s 
trending, mix old ideas with new 
and discover a winning 
combination. Romance is in the 
stars.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A 
personal change is overdue. 
Evaluate your situation, feelings and 
status, and you’ll come up with a 
plan that will help you replace 
what’s negative with a positive. 

Surround yourself with people who 
have something to offer in return.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Research a 
physical change you want to make, 
and you’ll learn to appreciate who 
you are and how you look. Don’t 
buy into gimmicks or let anyone 
convince you that you need to 
change. Love who you are.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Your 
intuition won’t lead you astray. 
Distance yourself from anyone 
trying to combat what you want 
and are striving to achieve. An 
opportunity is useful only if you 
know enough to take advantage of 
the offer made.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Get your life in order. A change will 
lift your spirits. Address home 
improvements, and set an itinerary. 
Don’t stop until everything is in its 
place and you feel good about your 
surroundings. Enjoy what you have 
accomplished with someone you 
love.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Refuse to let anyone bait you into 
an argument or ruin your day. 
Gravitate toward the people you 
enjoy being with who share similar 
interests. An intelligent observation 
will result in a valuable change to 
your residence or lifestyle.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Consider making a change to how 
you earn your living. Think about 
how you can apply your attributes 
to what’s trending in the job 
market, and you’ll find a good fit. 
Plan something special for someone 
you love. Romance is in the stars.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A heart-
to-heart talk with someone will 
help resolve any issues your 
relationship faces. Honesty, 
patience and keeping the peace will 
play roles in maintaining a workable 
union moving forward. Raising your 
voice will prove to be 
counterproductive.
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CRANBERRY BOGs (23 Across), 
according to cranberries.org, 
are common throughout the 
northern U.S., from Massachusetts 
to Washington, as well as the 
Canadian provinces of Quebec and 
British Columbia.  The Dade in 
Miami-DADE County (44 Across) 
is Virginia-born Francis Dade, 
who was a soldier serving in the 
Second Seminole War of the 1830s.  
Astronaut ANNA LEE Fisher (81 
Across) was a Mission Specialist on 
a 1984 flight of the Discovery space 
shuttle.

You can contact puzzle editor  
Stanley Newman at www.
StanXwords.com. Or write him at 
P.O. Box 69, Massapequa Park, 
NY 11762. Please send a self-
addressed, stamped envelope if 
you’d like a reply.
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ACROSS
 1 Trade pact signed  

in 1993
 6 Pantry item with a 

string
 12 Measures of resistance
 16 Org. fighting identity 

theft
 19 Witch craft
 20 High fashion suit brand
 21 Table game
 22 Salad topper
 23 Fruit facility in northern 

climes
 25 From Madrid, in Madrid
 27 Mideast rulers
 28 Ritually designate
 30 Night in Rome
 31 Grammy category
 32 Central Florida city
 36 Capital of Togo
 37 Heckles or jeers
 38 Studies with urgency
 40 100-acre sports facility
 44 Miami-__ County
 45 “Same here”
 46 Rise, as a river
 47 Land on the 

Mediterranean
 49 Big T on sorority 

housing
 51 Bard’s stage direction
 54 Alternative to bold
 57 __ counter (tachometer)
 60 Drill demonstration area
 64 Lobster __ Diavolo
 65 Not all that precise
 68 Bird perch
 69 Wheel of Fortune 

purchase choices
 71 One toasted at brunch
 72 Water-resistant 

hardwood
 76 Mincemeat ingredient
 77 Small singers
 78 Manicurist’s material
 79 Iliad byline
 81 Fisher, the first mother 

in space

 83 So far
 84 Herder’s workplace
 89 Protector of teeth: 

Abbr.
 90 Go by
 92 Enter username and 

password
 93 ’70s den arrival
 96 Comic book “Kapow!”
 99 Navel formation
 101 KITCHEN on a moving 

box
 105 100 pounds of hay, say
 107 Much of a mall’s real 

estate
 110 Possible altar answer
 111 Top crew
 113 Edges out
 114 Conclude with
 116 SUV make
 117 Southpaw’s sobriquet
 118 Season’s greeting
 121 Coloration
 123 Showing self-pride
 125 Urban plaza
 130 Last pronoun in the 

Declaration
 131 Make more acute
 132 World Cup chant
 133 Vocalize
 134 Drive-thru setup
 135 Nails down, as a date
 136 Fluorescent pigment
 137 Outskirts of Sioux Falls

DOWN
 1 Network with Peacock 

streaming
 2 In __ (behind in 

repayment)
 3 Pole vaulter’s landing 

place
 4 Morrison who wrote 

Beloved
 5 Dessert with oranges
 6 Road coating
 7 Goof
 8 Comedian Schumer
 9 Rum cake

 10 Common quote 
notation

 11 Escort for hire
 12 Tubeless test site
 13 Certain restaurant 

greeter
 14 Floor cleaner
 15 Teenspeak, for 

example
 16 Venue with  

conflicting goals
 17 Slanty
 18 Six-foot-five funny 

fellow
 24 Top-left PC key
 26 Shrugger’s comment
 29 Slip with a promise
 31 It established 1 Down
 33 Chief prosecutors: 

Abbr.
 34 “Not so high!”
 35 Smart speaker voice
 39 Bon __ (witticism)
 41 Beat it
 42 Source of hints
 43 “__, lad” (IRELAND 

anagram)
 48 Very early
 50 Retail ID
 52 Independent charities: 

Abbr.
 53 Pants, so to speak
 55 Newly unwrinkled
 56 Puts in motion
 57 Sort of steak
 58 Protector of teeth
 59 Produce business
 61 __ moment (right now)
 62 “Abounding in” ending
 63 Indian state ___ 

Pradesh
 66 Generational 

designation
 67 Actress Milano
 70 Significant period
 73 Want ad letters
 74 Concert array
 75 Foreign Legion hat
 80 Tease

 82 CSI setting
 85 Rope fiber
 86 Tucked in
 87 Album ID
 88 Group of locals
 91 Skirt folds
 94 “Medical” skin care 

brand
 95 Unanalyzed, as data
 97 Search for an Alcatraz 

escapee
 98 Whom the Miracle Mets 

beat

 100 Flight board posting, 
for short

 102 Lions and tigers  
(not bears)

 103 Tall symbol of two 
states

 104 Inc. cousin
 105 Trainer in Creed
 106 Dined in a diner
 108 80-110 __  

(Trans-Canada  
Highway speed limit 
range)

 109 Shrimp’s  
classification

 112 Ancient tales
 115 NHL extra periods
 119 Luau dance
 120 Toe the line
 122 Common sundae 

topping
 124 Opposing team
 126 Activity record
 127 Unfavorable opinion
 128 Lofty suit
 129 EMT destinations
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The last word 
in astrology
EUGENIA LAST

EDITOR’S NOTE: Please 
note that due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, some 
of  the following meetings/
events may be cancelled, re-
scheduled or held virtually.

MANNING CITY COUNCIL
Monday, July 20, 6:30 p.m., second 
floor of Manning City Hall, 29 W. 
Boyce St.

SUMTER CITY COUNCIL
Tuesday, July 21, 5:30 p.m., Sumter 
Opera House, 21 N. Main St.

CLARENDON COUNTY PLANNING & 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
Tuesday, July 21, 6 p.m., planning 
commission office, 411 Sunset 
Drive, Manning

GREATER SUMTER CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Wednesday, July 22, noon, 
chamber office

SUMTER CITY-COUNTY PLANNING 
COMMISSION
Wednesday, July 22, 3 p.m., fourth 
floor, Sumter Opera House, 
Council Chambers

EDITOR’S NOTE: Please 
note that due to the threat of  
COVID-19, some events may 
be cancelled or rescheduled 
unexpectedly. 
The Lincoln High School Preser-
vation Alumni Association will 
hold a teleconference meet-
ing at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
July 19. Call Rose Colclough 
at (803) 773-5314 or Ronetta 

Moses at (803) 775-2703 for 
the phone number and ac-
cess code.
The Carolina Coin Club will 
meet at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
July 21, at Mount Vernon 
Inn, 2 Broad St. The club 
meets on the third Tuesday 
of each month. Visitors are 
always welcome. Call (803) 
775-8840 for more informa-
tion.



Call the newsroom at: (803) 774-1226    |    E-mail: pressrelease@theitem.com

The woods are primitive 
and ancient. Giant 
hardwoods tower over 
the hillside. There is a 

super canopy of  massive 
pines. In March and April, 
portions of  the forest 
floor are carpeted in a 
thick stand of  wild 
Easter lilies. A heavy 
stand of  cypress trees 
reign over the long, 
narrow, watery 
swampland that 
guards this place. It is 
a portion of  the 
“Upper Swamp.” 

Most of  the Upper 
Swamp was logged a 
few years ago. This 
section of  timber company 
land is tucked in between a 
narrow private tract that bor-
ders the Charleston-Augusta 
Highway and a club road 
named Shoot Yo Leg. The tim-
ber cutters couldn’t get 
through the long strip of  cy-
press swamp and couldn’t get 
permission to access the area 
from the adjoining property 
owner. So, it was left standing. 

 This remnant of  big timber 
still holds some wild turkeys, 
and it is one of  my favorite 
places to hunt on this Low-
country club. The private land 
along the highway is mostly 
cow pastures and hay fields. 
On the club, both sides of  
Shoot Yo Leg Road were clear 

cut, and the only way to get to 
the remaining timber is 
across a wide cut-over. No one 
else on the club hunts this 
area. 

After the area was cut, I 
knew that it would 
grow up in a bramble 
of  briars, weeds and 
thickets too dense to 
pass through. So, I 
marked a trail across 
the wide cut-over with 
small strips of  orange 
flagging and reflective 
tacks. I sprayed the 
path with an herbi-
cide to knock back the 
growth. I intentional-
ly left the start of  the 

trail unmarked so it wouldn’t 
be discovered by other hunt-
ers. 

One of  the other hunters, 
Buck Nettles, did eventually 
stumble across my path by ac-
cident. Hearing turkeys gob-
bling in the big timber one 
morning inspired him to try 
crossing the cut-over. He 
found my path and just as-
sumed it was an old aban-
doned logging road. At the big 
timber, his progress was 
stopped by a wall of  fallen 
timber and flooded cypress 
swamps. He followed my path 
back to Shoot Yo Leg. He 
knew there were easier places 
to hunt on the club. 

 Every year in June or early 

July, I spot spray portions of  
the path. The deer and hogs 
use the trail and keep it well-
trodden. All I have to do is 
treat the briars and dog fen-
nel that come back each year. 
An occasional gum tree sap-
ling gets special attention 
from me. They must be kept 
in check or will quickly take 
over. If  I spray earlier in the 
year, the vegetation will come 
back before fall. But a mid-
summer treatment will last 
until cool weather and the 
end of  the growing season. I 
do not bother the pines that 
were planted by the timber 
company. 

At the big woods end of  the 
path, there is a narrow gap of  
dry land between the cypress 
swamps. I found the gap while 
turkey hunting, before the 
timber harvest. It was over-
looked by the timber cutters. 
A heavy wind storm blew 
down a score of  big hard-
woods that seem to block that 
gap, but there is a passage 
around one side. It was not 
obvious to my friend Buck. I 
have done some very minor 
brush trimming in this area. 

The big timber of  the Upper 
Swamp runs all the way down 
to another club road, Ridge 
Road, but it is a long way, and 
the wet areas are hard to navi-
gate. No one bothers. The 
Ridge Road end is wider and 

more extensive, but the tur-
keys seem to favor the nar-
rower Shoot Yo Leg end of  the 
timber. 

This year my path was fes-
tooned with a variety of  wild-
flowers and a good stand of  

broom straw grass. I was care-
ful to keep the herbicide use 
minimized. The path to Shoot 
Yo Leg is now a thing of  beau-
ty.  
Reach Dan Geddings at cdged-
dings@gmail.com.
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Wildflowers are seen on the path to Shoot Yo Leg with a deer path 
down the middle and big timber at the dark end.

The path to Shoot Yo Leg

Dan
Geddings

BY SOUTH CAROLINA 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES

Deer tags should be arriving 
in your mailbox soon!

For the first time, Lifetime, 
Senior, Gratis and Catawba li-
cense holders that requested 
deer tags 
last year 
will auto-
matically 
receive a 
free base 
set of tags 
this year 
and into 
the future. 
These li-
cense type 
holders who did not request 
tags in 2019 must request them 
this year. Youth and Disability 
license holders must still re-
quest their free base set of tags 
each year.

Additionally, South Carolina 
deer hunters who have an ac-
tive or three-year hunting li-
cense and big game permit, 
combination license, or sports-
man license, which will be 
valid on Aug. 15, should auto-
matically receive a base set of  
deer tags.

We ask you to please wait 
until at least Aug. 3 before in-
quiring about tags’ status.

Deer Tags will be available 
over-the-counter beginning 
Aug. 3 at SCDNR offices located 
in Charleston, Clemson, West 
Columbia (Farmers Market), 
Florence and York.

License holders unsure 
about their hunting license sta-
tus/expiration date, big game 
permit, or other SCDNR hunt-
ing privileges can visit the Cus-
tomer Privileges Portal online.

If  you’d like additional har-
vest opportunities, you can 
purchase optional antlerless 
tags or antler-restricted buck 
tags. You can call 1-866-714-
3611 or go online to buy option-
al tags. Please allow 7-10 days 
for tags to arrive in the mail.

There are no significant 
changes to tags or the tagging 
system from last year. Please 
remember that all deer in 
South Carolina must be tagged 
immediately after harvest be-
fore moving from the kill 
point. 

SCDNR: Deer 
tags arriving in 
mailboxes soon

Give a child a box of  cray-
ons and a piece of  paper, and 
ask for a flower, and you 
very likely will get a picture 
of  a daisy.

Daisies also hold attraction 
for poets. Geoffrey Chaucer, 
English poet of  the 14th cen-
tury, wrote “...of  all the 
floures in the mede, Thanne 
love I most thise floures 
white and rede, Swiche as 
men callen dayses in our 
toune.” 

Daisies are my favorite, 
too. For me, a daisy is the es-
sence of  “flowerness.” 

What makes a flower a 
daisy? The child’s daisy is a 
circle surrounded by strap-
like petals, their bases at-
tached to the circle. To the 
botanist and gardener, the 
meaning of  “daisy” is not so 
simple. The botanist explains 
that the daisy is a composite 
flower made up of  many 
small, individual florets. 
Those florets that make up 
the eye of  the daisy have in-
conspicuous petals.

A different type of  floret, 
the so-called ray florets, skirt 
the daisy’s eye, and each has 
one large, outward-pointing 
petal. The petals you actually 
see on a daisy flower are 
those from the ray florets. 

WHAT IS A DAISY?
Botanically, all daisies are 

in the Compositae, or daisy, 
family. But that family also 
includes many other plants 
not commonly called daisies. 
Lettuce and zinnias, for ex-
ample.

The daisy family has two 
subdivisions, one of  which is 
exemplified by the child’s 
flower drawing, sunflowers, 
coneflowers and other dai-
sies with “eyes.” For exam-
ples of  the other subdivision, 
look closely at a dandelion or 
chicory flower; in these flow-
ers, all the florets are ray flo-
rets, each with a single, 
large, strap-like petal. There 
is no eye to these flowers. 

The original “daisy” of  po-
etry and literature is the 
English daisy, Bellis peren-
nis. These squat, cheerful 
flowers, with yellow discs 
surrounded by petals in 
shades from deep-rose to 

white, originated in the 
grassy fields of  England. 
Now they are widespread in 
America, too. Cultivated 
forms have been bred to have 
so many rows of  petals that 
their yellow eyes often are 
hidden. These plants self-sow 
readily to give seedlings that 
revert to the “wild” form 
with a single row of  petals, 
in which case they some-
times are considered weeds 
as they invade lawns and 
gardens.

SO MANY FLOWERS WITH 
“DAISY” IN THEIR NAMES

Nowadays, we gardeners 
use the word “daisy” to rep-
resent many different flow-
ers in the daisy family. In the 
chrysanthemum genus, for 
example, there’s the ox-eye 
daisy (C. leucanthemum), its 
white petals encircling a 
clear yellow disc. It’s a famil-
iar roadside plant. This 
plant, like the English daisy, 
was a native of  Europe, but 
has firmly established itself  
in America (many consider it 
a weed).

Other perennial chrysan-
themum daisies include the 
Nippon daisy (C. nipponi-
cum), also with white petals, 
and the painted daisy (C. coc-
cineum), whose red, pink or 
white flowers begin their 
show in early summer. The 

high, or giant daisy (C. uligi-
nosum) is aptly named, be-
cause its white flowers tower 
4 to 7 feet above the ground. 
The crown, or garland daisy 
(C. coronarium) is an annual 
species, with yellow or white 
flowers atop 3-foot stalks.

The Erigeron genus and 
the aster genus also have 
some “daisies;” the former 
sometimes are called flea-
banes, for their alleged abili-
ty to drive away fleas, and 
the latter sometimes are 
called Michaelmas daisies. 
Whereas the fleabanes gen-
erally bloom in spring and 
early summer, the asters 
bloom from late summer into 
fall. Two representatives of  
Erigeron that are good gar-
den daisies are the orange 
daisy (E. aurantiacus) and 
the seaside, or double-orange 
daisy (E. glaucus).

The list goes on, including 
the perennial globe daisy 
(Globularia trichosantha), a 
low-growing native of  Asia 
producing a globular, blue 
flower; the Swan River daisy 
(Brachycome iberidifolia), a 
graceful little annual with 
blue, rose or white flowers; 
and the blue daisy (Agatheae 
coelestris), a plant best suited 
for greenhouse-growing, 
with sky-blue petals sur-
rounding a yellow eye.

Next spring, I will plant a 

sweep of  pastel landscape 
with African daisies (Arctotis 
grandis), whose petals, white 
skyward over lavender un-
dersides, surround steel-blue 
centers.

In contrast, individual at-
tention is demanded from 
each flower of  Transvaal dai-
sies (Gerbera jamesonii), 
which blossom in shades of  
salmon, pink and apricot in 
clay pots on my terrace.

A green thumb isn’t re-
quired to enjoy daisies. Most 
are hardy plants, free from 
pests, and able to tolerate 
poor, dry soils. 

If  daisies have captured 
your fancy, sow seeds of  pe-
rennial forms now. Sow 
seeds of  annual daisies next 
spring. 

Daisies are adaptable 
plants that can bring their 
sunny disposition to the for-
mal garden, cottage garden, 
meadow or abandoned lot. 
After all, the name daisy 
comes from a reference to 
the sun, “day’s eye.” 
Lee Reich writes regularly 
about gardening for The As-
sociated Press. He has au-
thored a number of  books, in-
cluding “The Ever Curious 
Gardener” and “The Pruning 
Book.” He blogs at http://
www.leereich.com/blog. He 
can be reached at garden@
leereich.com.

Daisies bring a sunny look to the garden
BY LEE REICH
The Associated Press
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Breaking into the National 
Football League is not an easy 
chore, sometimes even for 
high draft picks. It gets even 
harder when you don’t get 
drafted, and it’s even harder 
when you’re doing it during a 
global pandemic. 

That’s exactly what Crest-
wood High School alumni 
Ty’Son Williams and Donald 
Rutledge are trying to do right 
now though

The duo graduated from 
Crestwood in 2015 and took 
somewhat similar paths to 
where they are now. Williams, 
a running back, was the more 
heavily recruited Knight. He 
signed with North Carolina, 
the first of  three Football 
Bowl Subdivision schools he 
would attend. but only stayed 
for a year. He transferred to 
South Carolina and spent 
three years with the Game-
cocks before moving to 
Brigham Young University as 
a graduate transfer for his 
final year 
of  college 
eligibility 
in 2019. 

His se-
nior year 
was going 
well, be-
fore tear-
ing his an-
terior cru-
ciate liga-
ment after 
just four 
games. 
That inju-
ry kept 
his name 
from being called in the NFL 
draft, but it wasn’t enough to 
keep the Baltimore Ravens 
from signing him as an un-
drafted free agent.

Rutledge’s journey came on 
a smaller stage. The Crest-
wood defensive back wasn’t 
heavily recruited out of  high 
school and ended up walking 
on at The Citadel, a Football 
Championship Subdivision 
school. After redshirting his 
freshman year, he decided to 
transfer to Savannah State, 
another FCS school. After 
starring at Savannah State, he 
went to FCS school Georgia 

Southern as a graduate trans-
fer for his final season. He 
earned a spot in the NFL Col-
legiate Bowl, where he was 
able to show off  his skills for 
NFL scouts. Like Williams, 
Rutledge didn’t hear his 
named called during the draft, 
but he signed with the India-
napolis Colts.

“It's been awesome,” said 
Williams of  battling through 
the ups and downs with Rut-
ledge. “It’s honestly been like 
step for step. When I trans-
ferred, he transferred. He 
kinda does it first then I just 
follow him. When we had to 
sit out for a season, we were 
just communicating and talk-
ing about everything. 

“Of  course, having someone 
that’s in the same position as 
you, just getting some feed-
back on how to handle certain 
situations has always been 
good.”

After five wild years of  col-
lege football, the duo is still 
keeping the dream alive. It’s 
an opportunity the pair won’t 
take for granted.

“It’s 
surreal. I 
want to 
take my-
self  out 
of  my 
body and 
kind of  
look at it, 
because 
me and 
Ty’Son 
mapped it 
out for so 
many 
years that 
once it 
hap-

pened, I don’t think it hit the 
same,” said Rutledge. “I don’t 
wanna sound like I’m not ap-
preciative of  the moment, be-
cause definitely I am, but it’s 
just like, you always want 
more, always have to work for 
something more. Now we’ve 
got our foot in the door, 
what’s next?

“It’s a great feeling, but I 
probably won’t feel it until it 
gets solidified.”

That dream will be solidi-
fied by making an NFL roster, 
but this offseason isn’t mak-
ing that task any easier. The 
coronavirus pandemic has 

forced the NFL offseason to be 
entirely virtual, so neither 
former Knight has stepped 
foot inside their teams’ re-
spective facilities. Because 
Williams is coming off  of  an 
injury, he hasn’t even re-
ceived a playbook or sat in a 
Zoom meeting with the Ra-
vens’ other running backs.

“Because I got injured, I’m 
considered inactive, so I’m not 
able to participate in all the 
meetings,” said Williams. “I 
kind of  just talk to the train-
ers and the running back 
coaches just to keep up to date 
on things, just making sure 
we’re on the same page.

“What’s tough about it for 
me, I’m kind of  more where I 
need to be on the field learn-
ing, kind of  repping it out. 
Online, virtual learning is all 
mental. It’s like learning with-
out having to take tests and 
put yourself  through it. That’s 
been the most difficult part 
for me.”

Rutledge, meanwhile, was 
able to dive in head-first to his 
Colts playbook. He had about 
two months of  constant meet-
ings with coaches and team-
mates discussing everything 
from defense to social justice. 
One of  his biggest challenges 
so far was keeping a straight 
face when meeting the most 
well-known Colt of  the 21st 
century.

“My first Zoom meeting 
once all the vets got in there, 
Peyton Manning gave a quick 
introduction, a little run-
down, welcome to the league 
kind of  thing,” said the for-
mer Crestwood standout. 
“I’m like. ‘That’s Peyton Man-
ning,’ but I’m trying to act 
like, ‘I don’t care, I’m here 
too, but that’s Peyton Man-
ning.’ I spoke to him a little 
bit, so that was cool.”

While meeting a future 
Hall of  Famer grabbed his at-

tention, Rutledge said con-
stant Zoom meetings can be a 
grind.

“It’s tough, because I love 
football, so when I’m in an ac-
tual meeting I can stay alert 
and attentive, but in those 
Zoom meetings you might 
have your dog run across the 

living room or your little 
cousin over there, so it’s a lot 
of  noise,” said Rutledge. 
“When you sit there and look 
at that monitor, you might get 
a little sleepy. I’ve seen some 
vets get on there and turn 

Crestwood alumni Ty’Son Williams 
and Donald Rutledge are trying to 
make it in the NFL during the most 
complex offseason in league history.
BY TIM LEIBLE 
tim@theitem.com

PHOTOS BY MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM
Former Crestwood football players Ty’Son Williams, left, and Donald Rutledge worked out together at 
their former school as they prepare to report for their first training camps with NFL teams. Both were 
signed aed undrafted free agents, Williams by the Baltimore Ravens and Rutledge by the Indianapolis 
Colts.

“I credit that to the perseverance and having 
people in my corner to talk to. Ty’Son was 
going through it too, talking to him about it. 
Having my momma (Sheila Rutledge) there, 
she was like my rock the whole time.”
DONALD RUTLEDGE

On the importance of having the right people in your life.

Knights fight for NFL dream 
during the pandemic

SEE KNIGHTS, PAGE B4
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SATURDAY PUZZLES

THE ANSWERS TO THESE PUZZLES CAN BE FOUND ON 
TODAY’S DAILY PLANNER PAGE.

THE DAILY CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS
1 Early 

finisher’s 
luxury

12 Word heard 
before a hike

15 Paper Mate 
introduced 
one in 1979

16 Hearth debris
17 Mock 

question of 
literacy

18 Poe’s __ 
Morgue

19 Casual 
greeting

20 Struggle with 
one’s sins?

21 Vicuña 
cousins

23 __ pit
24 Trap
25 Set out
28 Relay
29 Some 

memory 
triggers

30 Polite  
gesture from 
Alice

33 Malicious 
gossip

34 Actions to 
avoid

35 “The Hound 
of the 
Baskervilles” 
setting

36 Trial results
38 “Nobody 

Listens to __ 
Poundstone”: 
comedy 
podcast

39 Not on the 
ball

40 Spacely Space 
Sprockets 
employee

41 Some pending 
cases

43 French bean?
44 Twist in pain
45 Play the 

sycophant to, 
with “over”

46 Ms. Pac-Man 
ghost

49 Hedonist’s 
goal

50 Boss’s 
unsettling 
request

53 A, to Amélie
54 Barcelona 

star
55 “__ Miz”
56 Thurible go-

with

DOWN
1 Modern fixer
2 Hymn singer’s 

wrath?
3 Loads
4 Part of i.e.
5 Musical 

family 
including 
James and 
Livingston

6 One behind a 
violist, maybe

7 Wintry 
nuisance

8 BOLO target
9 Clint’s Clyde, 

in a 1978 
movie

10 Dreamers’ 
opposites

11 Circular, in a 
way

12 Like 
Pentatonix 
numbers

13 Expected
14 What we have 

here
22 Sailor’s shout
23 Strict 

disciplinarian
24 Play things
25 __-Frank: 

2010 financial 
reform bill

26 Singer Brickell
27 Natural-born 

quillers?
28 Like Nash 

poetry
30 Brewery 

in Golden, 
Colorado

31 Short  
court  
plea

32 Pop’s ma
34 Focused
37 One of 

Kenya’s 
official 
languages

38 Honey or 
sugar

40 The Dresden 
Green and 
The Graff 
Pink

41 Not good at 
all

42 Cut back
43 Occupied
45 Okay
46 Just okay
47 Space bear
48 Change the 

narrative?
51 “Funky Cold 

Medina” 
rapper  
Tone __

52 Pathological 
liar’s  
creation

Jim Peredo

Previous Puzzle Solved

7/18/20

SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row, column and 
set of 3-by-3 boxes 
must contain the 
numbers 1 through 9 
without repetition.

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

JUMBLE
THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Gamecocks land 4-star defensive end Wilson
For much of the re-

cruiting battle for de-
fensive end George 

Wilson of  Virginia Beach, Va., 
the national recruiting ex-
perts had him pegged for 
North Carolina. However, on 
Sunday Wilson went a differ-
ent direction announcing a 
commitment to South Caroli-
na. 

Wilson 
(6-feet-5-inch-
es, 211 
pounds) also 
had Penn 
State and Ar-
izona State 
on his short 
list. 

Wilson’s 
decision gave 
USC a split 
on Sunday 
commit-

ments. Earlier in the day, line-
backer Greg Penn of Hyatts-
ville, Md., committed to Loui-
siana State over USC and 
Maryland. 

“I’m just grateful and 
happy,” Wilson said during 
his announcement via CBSS-
ports.com. “It was one of  my 
first offers and they showed a 
lot of  love. (Assistant) Coach 
(Mike) Peterson and (assistant) 
Coach (Kyle) Krantz and (head) 
Coach (Will) Muschamp showed 
a lot of  love. I’m just ready to 
put in work and enjoy the col-
lege life. When I get there I’m 
going to get it done.” Wilson 
will go into his senior season 
at Green Run High School 
with a high national reputa-
tion. In the 247Sports Compos-
ite ranking. he’s rated as a 
4-star prospect. He’s ranked 
the No. 23 weakside defensive 
end in the country and the 
ninth best prospect in Virgin-
ia for 2021. 

“George is a great kid, very 
coachable and an awesome 
teammate towards his peers,” 
said Green Run head coach 
Brandon Williams. “He is very 
deserving of  this opportuni-
ty.” 

Wilson had 12 quarterback 
sacks as a junior and is 
viewed as having big-time po-
tential as an edge rusher. He’s 
also seen as a DE who can 
drop back into coverage. He’s 
also a basketball player and 
some of those quick-twitch 
skills there carry over to foot-
ball. 

“He has that natural athlet-
ic ability with his long arms,” 
Williams said. “He’s yet to 
reach his full potential on the 
field. He’s definitely a raw 
player that they are getting. 
His athletic ability is definite-
ly off  the charts. He can play 
in the open field, coming off  
the edge, wreaking havoc on 
opposing quarterbacks. No 
technique, just straight athlet-
ic ability.” 

Wilson becomes the second 
DE end and third defensive 
lineman to commit to USC for 
the ‘21 class. A chance to play 
in the Southeastern Confer-
ence was a big part of  the at-
traction to USC. 

“The SEC background for 
the most part,” Williams said 
in regards to Wilson’s deci-
sion. ”And he wanted to com-
pete for a starting job early, 
which he has a good chance at 
South Carolina.” 

USC now has 15 commit-
ments in its class. Of the 25 
scholarships for the class, 18 
have now been filled. 

Cornerback Damond Har-
mon (6-1, 178) of  Highland 
Springs, Va., also has made 
his decision and has set 7 p.m. 
on Aug. 1 for his reveal on Ins-
tagram Live and with a Twit-
ter video. USC, Georgia, Ten-
nessee, PSU and Oklahoma 
were the final five for Har-
mon. He said he has not yet 
informed the schools of  his 
decision. 

“It was kind of  50-50 be-
tween two schools, but I’ve 
made my decision and I’m 
sticking with it,” Harmon 
said. “It feels great. It’s a bur-
den off  my shoulders. Once I 
put it out there, schools aren’t 
going to be pressing me as 
much. I won’t have to check 
my phone every day. I won’t 
have to call a coach every sin-
gle day.” 

Harmon added that the 
school he chose fit the criteria 
he was seeking. 

“Everything was a perfect 
opportunity for me,” Harmon 
said. “I fit pretty good in the 
system as I do for all my other 
top five schools. I fit great in 
the system. But this school, I 
felt like I was a perfect fit for 

the system, and I felt I had 
great opportunities on and off  
the field.” 

Harmon visited USC for the 
Clemson game last November. 
It was a tough afternoon for 
USC as it suffered its sixth 
straight loss in the Palmetto 
Bowl. However, Harmon said 
that didn’t diminish an over-
all positive experience with 
the USC coaches and players. 

“I felt great about every-
thing, that’s why they made 
the top five,” Harmon said. 
“Everything was pretty good 
for me with that. When I visit-
ed it wasn’t just all one per-
son, It wasn’t a cancer on the 
team. Even though they lost 
the game, everybody still had 
good energy.” 

Harmon has been in touch 
with Muschamp and defen-
sive coordinator secondary 
coach Travaris Robinson a great 
deal, and they’ve made it a 
point to let him know how his 
skills would fit into their de-
fense in a number of  ways. 

“They like my length and 
my speed and my tackling 
ability,” Harmon said. “They 
said I could play any position 
in the defensive backfield, cor-
ner, safety, nickel, all that.” 

USC running back target 
Ontario Brown of Savannah, 
Ga., plans to announce his 
college decision on Aug. 5. 
USC, North Carolina State, 
WVU, Virginia Tech and Sa-
vannah State are offers he’s 
reported. Brown is a speed-
ster who rushed for 1,008 
yards in seven games last sea-
son.

 LB Jordan Poole of Oak-
boro, N.C., who is down to 
USC, NCSU and VT, was all 
set to announce a commit-
ment on July 1. In fact, he had 
commissioned a commitment 
video for his big day. However, 
a few days in advance, Poole 
threw up the stop sign. He 
wasn’t ready, and he wasn’t 
going to make a mistake by 
rushing a decision that need 
not be rushed. 

“I guess I was kind of  still 
questioning my decision,” 
Poole said. “I didn’t have a 
solid decision, a hundred per-
cent. I guess it was 50-50 some 
would say. I’m not really torn 
between any of the three right 
now, 33.3 percent, just playing 
it level I guess, thinking about 
them all.” 

Poole did not say which two 
schools he was torn between, 
and the recruiting by all three 
has continued. Muschamp, 
Krantz and assistant coach 
Rod Wilson from USC have 
been in regular contact for 
months, Wilson more recently 
since he just joined the staff. 
And there has been no let up 
there. 

“I talk to one of  the coaches 
about every day over text or 
via phone call, Twitter or 
whatever it may be,” Poole 
said. “I had a Zoom (meeting) 
with all the coaches and the 
education staff, I guess. It was 
a good Zoom call. We were fo-
cusing in on the educational 
side, seeing the kind of  pro-
grams they have set up for the 
athletes. It was a pretty good 
call. 

South Carolina does a good 
job helping the athlete go far 
in life and accomplish their 
goals.” 

Poole said he’s also had 
Zoom calls with coaches from 
NCSU and VT. The calls and 
messages will continue to flow 
into Poole, and he’ll be polite 
and continue to respond. Still, 
he admitted there’s really not 
much else left to sell for any 
of  the coaches.

CB Dontae Balfour (6-2, 170) 
of  Starke, Fla., had seven in-
terceptions last season along 
with 65 tackles. USC was the 
first SEC program to recog-
nize his skills with an offer 
last month. 

“They’ve been recruiting 
me for about two months 
now,” Balfour said. “I’ve been 
talking to Coach Peterson. It’s 
a school I’ve always wanted to 
go to. It’s a very nice school 
and has a very nice education 
system.” 

Balfour also has offers from 
Uva, Coastal Carolina, Florida 
International, Akron, Tennes-
see State, Georgia State and 
Austin Peay. 

Wide receiver Malachi Ben-
nett of  Fairfield, Ala., named 
his top schools as USC, UGA, 
Mississippi, Alabama-Bir-
mingham and Louisville.

Ta’Chawn Brooks, a former 
offensive lineman at Dutch 
Fork High in Irmo, will need 

just one season at Indepen-
dence Junior College in Kan-
sas after meeting the NCAA 
qualifying requirements. He 
said he still communicates 
with USC OL coach Eric Wol-
ford.

CLEMSON 
 Clemson is definitely in the 

race for its former commit-
ment and national top pros-
pect DE Korey Foreman of  Co-
rona, Calif. Foreman commit-
ted to Clemson on Jan. 26 and 
decommitted on April 21 be-
cause he wanted to visit other 
schools, something he 
couldn’t do as a Clemson com-
mitment. 

Since then he has done his 
due diligence, and he named 
his top seven schools -- Clem-
son, UGA, Alabama, LSU, Or-
egon, Southern Cal and How-
ard. No doubt there was much 
gnashing of  teeth by the 
Clemson staff  when Foreman 
decommitted, and he said 
with Clemson on his short 
list, he wants to get back to 
where things were with them 
before. 

“I would say I’m trying to 
build as much of a rapport 
back with them as possible,” 
Foreman said. “I’ve been 
busy, and I haven’t been 
reaching out to that many col-
lege coaches. But now that my 
top seven is out, I have told 
myself  that I need to face real-
ity. So I’m going to reach out, 
and I’m going to be the best I 
can to see where I fall, and 
whoever wins, wins.” 

Defensive tackles coach Todd 
Bates is Clemson’s lead recruit-
er with Foreman, and he has 
done his best to keep open the 
lines of communications. 

“We talk as much as possi-
ble, but like I said, I haven’t 
been able to reach out due to 
all that’s been going on which 
made me push everything 
back,” Foreman said. “Let’s 
say all this was marked out 
and I would have all the time 
in the world to be able to 
reach out to all those college 
coaches again, me and Coach 
Bates were like best friends.” 

If  there were any doubt 
about Foreman’s seriousness 
about Clemson this time 
around, he said there 
shouldn’t be. He said he feels 
the same toward Clemson as 
he did leading to his commit-
ment. 

“I do, I do, but certain 
things I’m taking under con-
sideration,” Foreman said. “I 
like doing research and little 
things about different colleges 
and other things like that. I’m 
just trying to pay attention 
and know exactly if  I do go to 
Clemson, where I’m actually 
committing to and a whole lot 
of  other stuff  like that. The 
next time I commit will be the 
last time I commit.” 

Foreman has not set dates 
for his official visits, but he 
confirmed that three of  them 
will be to Clemson, UGA and 
LSU. 

 Four-star CB Nyland Green 
(6-3, 170) of  Covington, Ga., is 
not in a rush to end his re-
cruiting. Clemson has been on 
him as hard as anybody. He’s 
also hearing some from USC, 
but it doesn’t appear to be in 
the same place with him as 
Clemson and some others at 
this point. 

“I really haven’t come down 
to a certain group just yet, but 
I’m working on it,” Green 
said. “I’ll come out with that 
real soon. It will be like a top 
five.” Green has been a fre-
quent visitor to Clemson, for a 
camp, for games and for ju-
nior days. There’s a lot of  fa-
miliarity and comfort be-
tween the two sides and plen-
ty of  communication. 

“I hear from them pretty 
often, from (assistant) Coach 
(Mike) Reed and (DC) Coach 
(Brent) Venables,” Green said. 
“Couple of times a week, most-
ly texting with them and some-
time on the phone. They really 
want me bad down there. I’m a 
main part for them and they 
surely would love to have me. 

“I’m feeling really good 
about it (his view of Clem-
son). I’m just sitting back and 
enjoying it. (They like) that 
I’m a long, powerful, physical 
corner. I can move, I have 
great hips, great feet and 
great ball skills.” 

Green also has visited USC, 
Auburn, UGA, Tennessee and 
several others. They all re-
main in contact along with Al-
abama, FSU, UF, LSU and oth-
ers. 

Phil Kornblut
RECRUITING 
CORNER
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The Carolina Thunder 12U softball 
team won the Gold Bracket cham-
pionship in Top Gun’s Buffalo Wild 
Wings Super Saver Tournament in 
Hartsville on June 20. Members of 
the team are, front row, left to 
right: Lillie Ivey, Samantha 
Townsend, Kiley Laux and Jenna 
Green. Second row: Kayleigh Par-
menter-Avins, Maddie Coward, 
Hannah DuRant and Amir Bridg-
es. Third row: Coach Earl Par-
menter, Lily Morris, Coach Phil 
Parnell, McKayla Mouradjian and 
Coach Ashley Parmenter

SUBMITTED

Carolina Thunder wins Buffalo Wild Wings Super Saver Tournament
Staff reports

The Carolina Thunder 12U softball 
team from Sumter allowed just three 
runs in four games to win the Gold 
Bracket championship in Top Gun's 
Buffalo Wild Wings Super Saver 
Tournament in Hartsville on June 
20.

The Thunder played two pool 
games, the first against the Killer 
Bees, beating them 10-0. The Thun-
der then knocked off  the Palmetto 
Elite by an 8-0 score.

With those wins, the Thunder were 
the No. 1 seed in bracket play. The 
Thunder had a 5-0 win over the Pal-
metto Diamonds to advance to the 
Gold Bracket championship game. 
The Thunder won the championship 
with a 4-3 win over the Southern 
Elite Crushers was 4-3.

their camera off  because 
they might get a little sleepy. 
It was tough, but it was cool.”

Williams will have the op-
portunity to dive into the 
football side of  things as soon 
as he’s able to report to the 
Ravens’ facility, though when 
exactly that will be is still up 
in the air.

“It was supposed to be the 
21st of  (July), but right now 
everybody is still waiting on 
the regulations and guide-
lines for how they want to 
handle things,” said Wil-
liams. “It’s pretty much all 
we can do is just work out 
every day, and then it’s on 
them to break the word and 
then it’ll just get back down 
to everyone else.”

That report date is Tues-
day, but neither one still 
doesn’t even know if  they 
will be reporting to their re-
spective cities. 

“That’s what we’re shoot-
ing for, but nothing’s con-
crete, nothing’s official,” said 
Rutledge. “We could get out 
there for a week and there 
could be a spike or some cra-
ziness going and they could 

send us right back home. My 
agent told us to come out, but 
we might get sent right 
back.”

Living in a world of  un-
knowns is difficult, but it’s 
not new to a pair of  athletes 
who each attended three dif-
ferent schools in five years. 

“The adversity was crazy. It 
was crazy because there 
could’ve been one hiccup in 
the plan that would’ve 
stopped everything because it 
wasn’t a smooth trail, so it 
took a lot of  courage, it took 
a lot of  faith to make this 
happen,” said Rutledge. 
“There were some nights 
where I was tearing up about 
certain decisions that needed 
to be made and stepping out 
to a new school where you 
have to prove yourself  all 
over again to new guys that 
have already been there. It’s 
not an easy journey, but it 
prepared me for this step.”

Williams echoed the same 
sentiments.

“Life isn’t going to be 
smooth sailing, so when ad-
versity hits, you just kind of  
have to take it on,” said the 
former Crestwood running 
back. “This is another ad-
verse situation, so I’m just 
going to continue to handle it 

by me putting myself  and my 
body in the best position and 
when it’s time to report, I’ll 
be ready.”

At the end of  the day, Rut-
ledge thinks having the right 
people behind him helped 
prepare him to make the 
jump to the NFL. He gives a 
lot of  credit to Williams and, 
as any good son would, his 
mom.

“I credit that to the perse-
verance and having people in 
my corner to talk to. Ty’Son 
was going through it too, 
talking to him about it,” said 
Rutledge. Having my momma 
(Sheila Rutledge) there, she 
was like my rock the whole 
time. She does a lot in the 
community, she does a lot for 
her school and she’s just al-
ways been a caring person, 
even if  she had to come out 
of  her own pocket for the 
Sumter High band or the 
color guard. Always having 
her and having people in my 
corner made the journey eas-
ier. 

“It wasn’t an easy journey, 
but it made me prepare for 
this because you can only 
control what you can con-
trol.”

If  living through the coro-
navirus has taught people 
anything it’s don’t take any-
thing for granted. Williams is 
taking that approach when-
ever he is able to finally get 
to Baltimore.

“Just kind of  being more 
anxious and more ready than 
if  we’d already been there,” 
said Williams of  the chal-
lenges of  this offseason. “We 

haven’t been able to be in the 
facility, be in the meeting 
rooms, so honestly I’m not 
going to take it for granted. 
I’m going to be more appre-
ciative of  the situation and 
when it’s time to get on the 
field be ready to put in the 
work.

“I don’t really have any 
control over it though. I just 
control what I can, come in 
here and make sure to put 
myself  in the best position 
and just go from there.”

Rutledge and Williams are 
trying to do just that, control 
what they can control. Wil-
liams and Rutledge worked 
out together at Crestwood 

this week after Rutledge 
spent most of  the summer in 
Atlanta. This hasn’t been the 
easiest offseason, but they’re 
going through it together and 
putting in the work to keep 
their dream alive.

“I feel like that’s all we 
need, that opportunity,” said 
Rutledge. “When you talk 
about those opportunities 
being taken away because of  
the situation that’s going on, 
it can be a little nerve-wrack-
ing, but at the same time, I’ve 
been through these same 
type of  nerves before. It’s 
built me for this moment, so I 
just control the controlla-
bles.”

KNIGHTS 
FROM PAGE B2

“Life isn’t going to be smooth sailing, so when 
adversity hits, you just kind of have to take it 
on. This is another adverse situation, so I’m 
just going to continue to handle it by me 
putting myself and my body in the best 
position and when it’s time to report, I’ll be 
ready.”
TY’SON WILLIAMS

On the difficulty of this offseason.

PHOTOS BY TIM LEIBLE AND MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM
Former Crestwood stars Donald Rutledge, left, and Ty’Son Williams came to their alma mater to work out 
during the offseason as they prepare for their first NFL training camp during the coronavirus pandemic.
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GREGORY JAMAR WRIGHT JR.
Gregory Jamar 

Wright Jr. was 
born on March 7, 
1994, a son of Greg-
ory C. Wright Sr. 
and Yulonda K. 
Wright. 

He departed this 
life on Sunday, July 12, 2020, at 
Prisma Health Tuomey Hospi-
tal. 

He attended the public 
schools of Sumter County.

Precious memories of Grego-
ry will be cherished by his par-
ents; four brothers, Dontrell 
Jenkins, Marcques Wright, Zi-
keem Burgess and Anthony 
Burgess; a sister, Katrina Frier-
son; maternal grandmother, 
Barbara Dinkins; paternal 
grandmother, Patricia Wright; 
great-grandfather, Jesse Frier-
son Sr.; other relatives and 
friends.

Viewing will be held from 3 to 
6 p.m. Sunday at Sumter Funer-
al Service.

Graveside services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Monday at Brad-
ford Cemetery, Sumter, with 
Minister Tavion Gass officiat-
ing.

Sumter Funeral Service is in 
charge of arrangements.

MARILYN RUTH WALKER 
FOLLIN

Marilyn Ruth 
Walker Follin, 83, 
died on Wednes-
day, July 15, 2020, 
at Prisma Health 
Tuomey Hospital.

Born on Jan. 14, 
1937, in Johnstown, 

Pennsylvania, she was a daugh-
ter of the late retired U.S. Army 
Lt. Col. Dr. Robert Newton 
Walker and Dorothy Schultz 
Walker. Ms. Follin earned her 
Bachelor of Science and Master 
of Business Administration de-
grees from Sam Houston State 
University, located in Hunts-
ville, Texas. She retired from 
the U.S. Civil Service and the 
Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice. She enjoyed raising, 
training and showing German 
shepherds. She also enjoyed rid-
ing horses and doing her yard 
work.

Survivors include two chil-
dren, Robert Follin (Michelle) of  
Virginia and Ann Follin Brown 
(Thomas) of Sumter; four 
grandchildren, Tiffany Follin, 
Kimberly Follin, Connor Follin 
and Hannah Brown; one broth-
er, Thomas Robert Walker (Col-
leen) of Florida; one sister, Vir-
ginia Ellen “Ginger” Walker 
Metz of Texas; one niece, Cherie 
Walker Page; and two nephews, 
Lee David Graham and James 
Daniel Graham. 

A private memorial service 
will be held.

Memorials may be sent to the 
National Kidney Foundation, 
508 Hampton St., Suite 200, Co-
lumbia, SC 29201.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens Fu-
neral Home and Crematorium 
of Sumter is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

LEON BUTLER
MELVILLE, N.Y. 

— Leon Butler, 86, 
died on Saturday, 
July 11, 2020, at 
The Hospice Inn 
(Hospice Care Net-
work), Melville. 

He was born on 
June 9, 1934, in 

Summerton, a son of the late 
Everette and Blanche Void But-
ler.

Funeral services for Mr. But-
ler will be held at 11 a.m. Tues-
day at Hayes F. Samuels Sr. Me-
morial Chapel, 114 N. Church 
St., Manning. Burial will follow 
at Fort Jackson National Ceme-
tery, Columbia.

Due to COVID-19, the family 
is not accepting visitors.

These services have been en-
trusted to Samuels Funeral 
Home LLC of Manning.

ELLEN PEARSON DIXON
Ellen Pearson 

Dixon, 95, widow of  
Willie Mood Dixon, 
died on Wednes-
day, July 15, 2020, 
at Family Residen-
tial Care, Sumter. 

She was born on 
Aug. 5, 1924, in 

Davis Station, a daughter of the 
late Henry “H” and Lillie Ann 
Tindal Pearson.

Graveside services for Mrs. 
Pearson will be held at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday at Carolina Johnson 
Cemetery, Manning. 

Due to COVID-19, the family 
is not accepting visitors.

These services have been en-
trusted to Samuels Funeral 
Home LLC of Manning.

JAMES TRACY PRINGLE
Memorial servic-

es for James Tracy 
Pringle will be held 
at 2 p.m. Tuesday 
at Fort Jackson 
National Cemetery. 
Social distancing 
guidelines will be 

in effect.
James Tracy Pringle transi-

tioned on Monday, July 13, 2020, 
at his residence in Augusta, 
Georgia. 

Born in Sumter, he was a son 
of the late Annie Mae McFad-
den Gamble and the late Thom-
as Pringle. He was a graduate of  
Glenn Hills High School, Augus-
ta, in the class of 1976. He 
served our country in the Unit-
ed States Army. He was former-
ly employed in the hazardous 
waste removal industry. He was 
affiliated with Bridges Minis-
tries.

Surviving are his sister who 
reared him, Bettie G. (Louie) 
Dicks of Columbia; other sib-
lings, Willamae Williams of  
Philadelphia, Edith (Rabbit) 
Maybell, Carolyn Vaughn, 
Agnes P. Frierson, Bobby F. 
Pringle, Brenda Ross, Mark 
Ross and Ronald Davis, all of  
Sumter, and Rochelle (Don) 
Smalls of Columbia; a special 
nephew, Corey (Diane) Pringle; 
a close friend, Kimberly 
Moulton; other nieces, nephews, 
cousins, relatives and friends. 

Please visit www.PalmerMe-
morialChapel.com for additional 
information and instructions on 
attending the memorial virtual-
ly.

WALTER E. PETERSON SR.

Walter E. Peter-
son Sr., affection-
ately known as 
“Pete,” completed 
his life’s journey 
on Thursday, July 
16, 2020. God gently 
wrapped his arms 

around Pete and took him 
home. Pete was surrounding by 
his family and loving wife, Ann, 
of almost 68 years. 

Ann faithfully and lovingly 
served as Pete’s caretaker for 
more than a year. Their love 
and devotion to each other has 
served as an example for their 
seven children. 

He was born on May 28, 1926, 
in Prentice, Wisconsin, to John 
Alfred and Bertha Peterson. 
Pete was drafted into the Army 
Air Corps during World War II 
in 1944 and faithfully served in 
the U.S. Air Force, retiring in 
1964 as a staff sergeant. Pete 
met Ann while stationed at 
Hunter Air Force Base in Sa-
vannah, Georgia. They got mar-
ried on Dec. 30, 1952. Together 
they had seven children. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; siblings, George, 
Clarence, Clyde and Freida; and 
granddaughter, Emily Ann Pe-
terson. 

Pete has left an empty spot in 
the hearts of his children, Walt 
(Teresa), Debra (Rusty) Riles, 
Donna (David) West, Ronnie 
(Paulette), Kim (Brian) Camp-
bell, John (Angie), Tammy 
(Mark) Sills; grandchildren, 
Candace (Matthew) Crook, Na-
than (Kelly) Berry, Jonathan 
Eaton, Arin Eaton, Kayla (Dr. 
Jared) Tavernier, Adam 
(Mason) Peterson, Lauren 
(Joshua) Mahaffey, Erica (Cam-
eron) Ford, Taylor Riles, David 
Lucas, Daniel Lucas, Jake, Piper 
and Cubby Peterson; and seven 
great-grandchildren, Martha 
and Jack Tavernier, Melody 
Grace Mahaffey, Olivia Berry, 
Matthew, Alanna and Wyatt 
Crook. He is also survived by 
his sister, Lily Ann Kempton.

A private service with full 
military honors will be held at 
Fort Jackson National Ceme-
tery.

The family would like to ex-
press their appreciation to Bar-
bara Stewart for the excellent 
care she provided over the past 
three years.

Memorials may be sent to the 
Quilts of Valor® Foundation, 
P.O. Box 191, Winterset, IA 
50273.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens Fu-
neral Home and Crematorium 
of Sumter is in charge of the ar-
rangements. 

AISLA C. BARTON
Graveside services for Aisla 

C. Barton will be held at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday at Dicksfield Cemetery, 
2900 E. Lynches River Road, 
Cartersville, with the Rev. Lem-

uel Washington of-
ficiating. 

Public viewing 
will be held from 3 
to 5 p.m. Monday at 
Palmer Memorial 
Chapel, 304 S. Main 
St., Sumter. 

Aisla Celestine Timmons Bar-
ton transitioned on Tuesday, 
July 14, 2020, at her residence in 
Sumter. 

Born in Timmonsville and 
raised in Cartersville, she was a 
daughter of the late Henry and 
Ella Harrell Timmons. She was 
the wife of the late Sylvandis R. 
Barton. 

Mrs. Barton attended the 
public schools in Florence 
County. She also attended South 
Carolina State College in Or-
angeburg and later graduated 
from Morris College in Sumter. 
She was employed as a substi-
tute teacher and later worked 
and retired from the former 
Campbell Soup Co. Mrs. Barton 
was raised in the church of  
New Haven United Methodist 
Church in Cartersville. After 
marriage, she attended Mt. Pis-
gah A.M.E. Church and later 
joined Union Station AME 
Church, serving as president of  
Stewardess Board 2, participat-
ing in the Women’s Missionary 
Society, Pastor’s Aide Commit-
tee, Sanctuary Choir, Lay Orga-
nization and was honored as the 
“Mother of the Church.” In the 
community, she was a member 
of the Campbell Soup’s Retiree 
Club and attended Sumter Se-
nior Citizens Center. 

In addition to her parents and 
her husband, Sylvandis, she 
was preceded in death by a sis-
ter, Marcell Hanna; three broth-
ers, Henry, Lewis and Aurin 
Crosby Timmons; and several 
nephews and a niece.

Survivors include four chil-
dren, Sylvia (Lonnie) DeShazor 
of Trotwood, Ohio, Ronald 
(Sarah) Barton of Columbia, 
Myra O. Barton of Sumter and 
Dr. Darryl (Karen) Barton of  
Wausaw, Wisconsin; 12 grand-
children; 27 great-grandchil-
dren; 25 great-great-grandchil-
dren; and a host of other rela-
tives and friends. 

Palmer Memorial Chapel is in 
charge of arrangements.

BEATRICE CRANFORD

TEXARKANA, Texas — On 
Friday, July 10, 2020, God sent 
angels down and carried Bea-
trice Cranford to glory to be 
with her family in heaven.

Beatrice Cranford, 89, of Tex-
arkana, was born on Sept. 22, 
1930, in Sumter, a daughter of  
the late Flegar A. and Lucille B. 
Lewis. She was educated in the 
public schools and graduated 
from Lincoln High School. Bea-
trice found the love of her life 
and married Lonnie Cranford 
Sr. and moved to Texarkana.

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, two brothers, two 
sisters and her parents.

Beatrice leaves behind to 
cherish her precious memories: 
two sons, Lonnie Cranford Jr. 
and William Cranford (Julie); 
two daughters, Delores Brown 
(Freddie) and Barbara Ann 
Thompson (Robert); two broth-
ers, Matthew Lewis Sr. (Rosa) 
and Joseph Lewis; one sister, 
Anna Marie Jenkins; nine 
grandchildren; 14 great-grand-
children; and one great-great-
grandson.

Viewing was held Thursday 
at the mortuary.

Graveside service was held 
Friday at Fair Haven Cemetery, 
under the direction of Haynes 
Mortuary. Online registration is 
available at www.haynesmortu-
ary.com.

THOMAS B. PRESLEY
Capt. Thomas B. Presley, 75, 

husband of Betty Carolina Pres-
ley, departed this life on Thurs-
day, July 16, 2020 at Prisma 
Health Tuomey Hospital.

He was born on Feb. 5, 1945, 
in Sumter, a son of the late Sam 
Lee Dunham and Mary Presley 
Dunham. 

The family will be receiving 
friends at the home, 1281 E. Cal-
houn St. Ext., Sumter, SC 29153. 
The family requests mask re-
quirements be observed. 

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge of  
arrangements.

DOROTHY FLOYD
Dorothy Louise Anderson Ca-

pell Floyd, 82, wife of Emiel 

Floyd, died on Thursday, July 
16, 2020, at Prisma Health Tu-
omey Hospital.

Born in Camden, she was a 
daughter of the late Heyward 
Sr. and Amy Brazzell Anderson. 
Mrs. Floyd attended Restoration 
Ministries Church of God. 

Surviving are her husband of  
Sumter; two sons, Paul Capell 
and Danny Capell, both of Sum-
ter; a daughter, Dorothy Wil-
liams (Timothy) of Sumter; a 
brother, Willie Anderson of  
Sumter; four sisters, Shirley 
Suggs and Mary Whitaker, both 
of Sumter, Barbara Nesbitt of  
Lugoff and Geraldine Whitley 
of Rockwell, North Carolina; 
eight grandchildren; and nu-
merous great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by 
four brothers, Johnny Ander-
son, Heyward Anderson Jr., Ed-
ward Anderson and Bobby An-
derson.

Graveside services will be 
held at 2 p.m. Sunday at Cedar 
Creek Baptist Church Cemetery 
with the Rev. Clyde Chan offici-
ating. 

Online condolences may be 
sent to www.sumterfunerals.
com.

Elmore Hill McCreight Fu-
neral Home & Crematory, 221 
Broad St., Sumter, is in charge 
of the arrangements, (803) 775-
9386. 

ANN ELISE SNIPES JAMES

Ann Elise Snipes James, 
“Annie” to her grandchildren, 
died on Thursday, July 16, 2020, 
at McLeod Hospice House in 
Florence. 

She was a daughter of the late 
Perry and Elise Watson Snipes.

In addition to her husband of  
61 years, J. Ralph James, she is 
survived by a son, Joseph R. 
James Jr. (Kathy) of Sumter; a 
brother-in-law, Milton (Pat) 
James of Irmo; five grandchil-
dren, Zachary James, Aaron 
James, Joe James, Elise James 
and Lewis James; one great-
granddaughter, Brayleigh 
Elrod; two nieces and four 
nephews. 

She was predeceased by a 
son, Jon Eric James.

Ann was born on Dec. 11, 
1938, in Marion County, and was 
baptized at Spring Branch 
Methodist Church on June 27, 
1943. As a teenager, she served 
as church pianist at Spring 
Branch. She graduated from 
Marion High School and attend-
ed Columbia College before 
marrying Ralph, the love of her 
life. Ann taught private piano 
lessons for 56 years in Green-
ville, Marion, Hemingway and 
Hartsville. Her impact on the 
lives of her students went far 
beyond their knowledge of  
music. She was a mentor, confi-
dant, advisor and grandmother 
to scores of young people who 
went on to become church mu-
sicians, medical professionals, 
lawyers and parents. The num-
ber of students she taught and 
the lives she guided is difficult 
to measure. She also used her 
God-given talents to serve as 
church pianist and choir direc-
tor throughout her life and was 
known for helping choirs to per-
form beyond their own expecta-
tions. She found great joy in 
making beautiful music and in 
helping others to do the same. 
She enjoyed playing bridge and 
the company of good friends. 
She also loved hosting her fami-
ly for traditional Southern holi-
day gatherings. 

Graveside services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Monday at 
Spring Branch Methodist 
Church Cemetery at the corner 
of Temperance Hill Road and 
East Sellers Road in Marion 
County. Due to the pandemic, 
we ask that attendees wear 
masks and observe social dis-
tancing so that no one is put at 
risk from the coronavirus. 

The service will be streamed 
live on the Richardson Funeral 
Home, Marion, Facebook page 
for those unable to attend.

Memorials may be offered to 
the Sanctuary Piano Restora-
tion Project, Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 226 W. Liber-
ty St., Sumter SC 29150.

An online register is available 
at RichardsonFH.net.

WILLIAM SANFORD MORGAN
William Sanford Morgan, 83, 

widower of Shirley Jean Mor-
gan, died on Thursday, July 16, 
2020, at Covenant Place.

Born on Nov. 23, 1936, in 
Knoxville, Tennessee, he was a 

son of the late Cecil S. and Bea-
trice Bourf Morgan. Mr. Mor-
gan retired from the U.S. Air 
Force after 23 years of service. 
He was a veteran of the Viet-
nam War. He also retired from 
Shaw Lumber Co. after nearly 
20 years of service. He enjoyed 
bowling and spending time with 
the morning coffee group at 
Sarah’s Café.

Survivors include three chil-
dren, Robbyn Scott of San Anto-
nio, Texas, Lora Kirby (Guy) of  
Dalzell and Sonya Nealey of  
Sumter; five grandchildren, Jac-
queline Silverman, Heather 
Haseltine (Phil), Allison Carter-
et (Morgan), Hunter Kirby and 
Nicki DeLozier; eight great-
grandchildren; and a sister, Jea-
nette Greene of Knoxville.

He was preceded in death by 
a brother, Roy Morgan.

A graveside service will be 
held at 11 a.m. Tuesday at Ever-
green Memorial Park cemetery 
with the Rev. Carl Lavender offi-
ciating. 

The family will receive 
friends from 6 to 8 p.m. Monday 
at Elmore-Cannon-Stephens Fu-
neral Home and other times at 
the home of Guy and Lora 
Kirby.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens Fu-
neral Home and Crematorium 
of Sumter is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

BARBARA GREEN
Barbara Green, 72, wife of  

Willie Green, died on Friday, 
July 17, 2020, at her home. 

Born on March 1, 1948, in 
Sumter County, she was a 
daughter of the late Lampy 
Farmer and Beaulah Johnson.

The family is requesting no 
visitation at the home.

Funeral arrangements are in-
complete and will be announced 
by the management of Williams 
Funeral Home Inc. 

JAMES RICHARDSON
James Richardson, 82, widow-

er of Elizabeth Richardson, de-
parted this life on Tuesday, July 
14, 2020, at Prisma Health Tu-
omey Hospital.

He was born on Aug. 11, 1937, 
in Mayesville, a son of the late 
Elijah and Lena McClary Rich-
ardson. 

Public viewing will be held 
from 2 to 6 p.m. on Sunday at 
Job’s Mortuary.

Graveside services will be 
held at 10 a.m. on Monday at 
Mayesville Community Ceme-
tery.

The family will receive 
friends at the home, 305 Sandy 
Run Drive, Sumter, SC 29153. 

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge of  
arrangements.

Online memorials may be 
sent to the family at jobsmortu-
ary@sc.rr.com or visit us on the 
web at www.jobsmortuary.net. 

JAMES LEROY JEFFERSON JR.
James Leroy Jefferson Jr., 63, 

was born on April 1, 1957, in 
Sumter County, a son of the late 
James Leroy Jefferson Sr. and 
Janie Mae Prescott Jefferson 
Bright. He was called to his 
eternal home on Wednesday, 
July 15, 2020, at Prisma Health 
Richland Hospital, Columbia.

“Mike,” as he was affection-
ately known in the community, 
was a caring person with a lov-
ing smile. He attended the pub-
lic schools of Sumter County 
and, at an early age, he joined 
Mt. Olive AME Church, Wood-
row.

He leaves to cherish his mem-
ories: one daughter, Gertrude 
“Stephanie” Dowdy; two sisters, 
Hanna (Raynard) Jefferson-
Jackson of Sumter and Mary 
Prescott of Atlanta; four broth-
ers, William Jefferson, Andrew 
Jefferson and Charles Jefferson, 
all of Sumter, and John (Junko) 
Jefferson of Harbor, Washing-
ton; one uncle, Alex Prescott of  
Woodrow; three aunts, Anna 
Marrow of Bishopville, Louise 
(Bobby) Brickell of Newark, 
New Jersey, and Easter (Ed-
ward) Cantey of Wedgefield; a 
host of grandaunts and uncles, 
nieces, nephews, other relatives 
and friends.

Due to the COVID-19 guide-
lines, the family is requesting 
no visitation.

Graveside services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Monday at 
Cooksfield Cemetery, JD Herri-
ott Road, Dalzell, with the Rev. 
Dr. R.L. Brown, pastor of Mt. 
Olive AME Church, officiating.

Services directed by the man-
agement and staff of Williams 
Funeral Home Inc., 821 N. Main 
St., Sumter. Online messages 
may be sent to the family at 
williamsfuneralhome@sc.rr.
com. Visit us on the web at 
www.WilliamsFuneralHomeInc.
com.
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PAINTING & MINOR R

STEVEN B. MCNAMAR
the little guy

5720 Bethel Church Road
Pinewood, SC 29125

mcnamarpainting@outlook.co
80

THE GAMECOSHRINE CLU
CALL NOW FOR DATE AVAILABRent for your “Special OccasionCraft Shows • Weddings • Banquets • 

Parties• Family ReunionsCall 983-1376

is Available for R

If you want the Best…call the Best

Mike Stone

2160 Thomas Sumter Hwy.Sumter, SC 29153
Phone: 803-905-1902 • Fax: 803-905-1906License #M97151
www.hatfieldexpress.com Senior Citizens 15% Discount

DAD’S SMALL ENGINESLAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT • SALES & SERVICE
Don & Faye

1000 Myrtle Beach Highway
Sumter, SC 29153

(803) 495-4411
Senior Citizen & Military Discount

Parts & Service Center
M-F 8:00-5:00   |   Sat 8:00-12:00

712 Bultman Drive | Sumter, SC 29150Sumter: 803-774-0118 | Florence: 843-669-5858Cell: 803-491-4417 | bakee1@nationwide.com

Ernie Baker
McLean Marechal InsuranceAssociate Agent

2535 Tahoe Dr.(Across from Hardee Cove)
905-3473

WALKE
PIAN

Piano Tuning
Repairs & Refinishing

Cincinnati Conservatory    
Certified Since 1947

For Expert Service
CALL ALGIE WALKER

19 S. Cantey Street

803-485-8705

Carpet & Upholstery CleaningWater & Fire Damage • Smoke/Odor RemovalMold Sampling and Remitiation24/7 Emergency Service
1500 Airport Road
Sumter, SC 29153

Hiram S
803-938-5www.spittlescleaning

Cleaning Done R

Your Local Authorized Xerox Sales Agency18 E. Liberty St. Sumter, SC 29150 (803) 778-2330Xerox® is a Trademark of  Xerox Corporation

SUMTER ELKS LODGE #855
Sweet 16 Parties, Business Meetings, Weddings, Reunions, Birthday Parties and more... Sizes for all functions.

Call Cindy Davis at 316-3396 or 469-8899
1100 W. Liberty Street • Sumter, SC

Rentals Available!

LIFESTYLES
L A W N  S E R V I C E

Grass • Edging • Trimming • Leaf RemovalYear Round ServicesInsured • Dependable • Courteous • Professional

Erik Ford (803) 968-8655

CHECK OUT OUR SELECTION AND VALUE PR

930 N. LAFAYETTE DR. • SUMTER • 803-775-1277 • ACEPARKER@SERVING SUMTER & THE SURROUNDING AREAS FOR 34 YE

FREE DELIVERY  AND FREE SETUP!*
                                  *within a 50 mile radius
                      *within a 50 mile ra

ACE PARKER TI

J&T’s Local Moving and More
“Saving time & money with no worries”Over 20 years of experience

64 Wilder Street
Sumter, SC 29150
803-236-4008 or 803-773-3934

*Free Estimates
*Moving (Home & Offi ce)

Jamie Sin

www.jtslocalmovingmore.com

SALES • INSTALLATION • PUMPINGREPAIRS • DRAIN LINESTANK INSPECTION

Tidwell Septic Tanks & Pumping

For all your septic tank needs!
(803) 481-2966
(803) 481-7719 FAX

1665 Lewis Road
Sumter, SC 29154

Serving Sumter & the Surrounding AreasOver 30 Years Experience • Family Owned & Operated

H.L. Boone
Owner / Notary Public

H.L. Boone, ContractorAll Types of Improvements
1 Monte Carlo Court
Sumter, SC 29150
(803) 773-9904

Remodeling, Painting,
Carports, Decks,

Blow Ceilings, Ect.

Centipede Sod
Lenoir’s Sod

Horatio, S.C.499-4023 • 499-4717

80 Sq. Ft. . .................... $20250 Sq. Ft. . .................. $50500 Sq. Ft. . .................. $95

Here's My Ca

To advertise contact your 
sales representative or 

call 803.774.1212

Advertise 
your 
business
card on 
Here’s My 
Card
Publishes every 
Friday in 
The Sumter Item

$1200as
low 
as per week*

*with 13 week sign up

Substitute teachers needed. Send re-
sume to info@sumterchristian.org

Help Wanted
Part-Time

Full time Sales person needed.
Apply at Wally's Hardware 1291
Broad St.

Nesbitt Transportation is now
hiring Class A CDL Drivers. Must be
23 yrs old and have 2 yrs
experience. Home nights and week-
ends. Also hiring diesel mechanics
and maintenance worker. Call
843-621-0943 or 843-659-8254

Stock Person in busy retail store
needed. Please call (917)660-5915
for appointment.

Help Wanted
Full-Time

ORDER APPOINTING
GUARDIAN AD LITEM

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF SUMTER

IN THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS

C/A NO.
2020-CP-43-00563

First-Citizens Bank & Trust
Company,

Plaintiff
vs.

J a n e t  B a r r i n e a u  D e r r i c k ,
Individually and as Personal
Representative of the Estate of
Dorothy Brantley Barrineau; Julius
K. Barrineau and Stephen
Barrineau, and any other
Heirs-at-Law or Devisees of Dorothy
Brantley Barrineau, Deceased, their
heirs, Personal Representatives,
Administrators, Successors and
Assigns, and all other persons
entitled to claim through them; all
unknown persons with any right,
title or interest in the real estate

EMPLOYMENT

SALE - 2 plots - Evergreen or
Hillside Cemetary. $ 2,200.00 each.
Call 803-499-9271

SUMMONS
(Non-Jury)

IN THE COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS

Case No.:
2020-CP-43-00767

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF SUMTER

Doris C. Robinson,
Plaintiff,

v.
Heirs of Rev. T. E. Robinson, Heirs
of James Robinson, Heirs of Celia P.
Robinson a/k/a Celia R. White,
Edward Robinson Jimmie L.
Blossom, Barbara Walker Robinson,
Glynda Robinson, Theresa Robinson,
John Doe, Mary Roe and all other
persons unknown claiming any
right, title, estate, lien or interest in
the real property described in the
Complaint or any claim adverse to
Plaintiff's ownership or any cloud on
title thereto,

Defendants.

TO THE DEFENDANTS ABOVE
NAMED:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to answer the
Complaint in this action, a copy of
which is herewith served upon you,
and to serve a copy of your Answer to
the said Complaint on the Plaintiff
or Patrick M. Killen, Esquire, at his
office located at 1 Law Range, Suite
B, Sumter, South Carolina, within
thirty (30) days after the service
hereof, exclusive of the day of such

For Sale
or Trade

Summons &
Notice

MERCHANDISE

LEGAL
NOTICES

A Notch Above Tree Care Log
pickup available. Full quality service
low rates, lic./ins., free est BBB
accredited 983-9721

99 Nissan Altima GXE. Good
condition. $2800.00
Please call 803-316-0813

Ricky's Tree Service Tree removal,
stump grinding, Lic & ins, free quote,
803-435-2223 or cell 803-460-8747.

Autos For Sale

Tree Service

TRANSPORTATIONBUSINESS
SERVICES

Upstairs Office Rental Space
Available. Liberty St, in Hub Zone.
$225 to $450, includes util. Call
778-2330 for appointment.

Office Rentals

Ms. Janice Marie Mclane

Mrs. Gloria Rosetta Mclane-
Jenkins.

Thank you sincerely
for your kind expression of sympathy
and thoughtfulness. It is deeply
appreciated and will always be
remembered.

RENTALS

Card of Thanks

I am a CNA that specializes in
In-Home Health Care. I have over
20yrs of exp. & will be more than
happy to tend to all of your loved
ones  needs .  Ca l l  Sa l l y
803-848-5785.

Work Wanted

IT'S A CRIME TO NOT
FILE YOUR

TAXES FOR PRIOR YEARS!
WE CAN HELP!

Tesco
507 Broad St
803-773-1515

Announcements

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the original Complaint in this action
was filed in the office of the Clerk of
Court for Sumter County on
04/01/2020.

NOTICE OF
PENDENCY
OF ACTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
an action has been commenced and
is now pending or is about to be
commenced in the Circuit Court
upon the complaint of the above
named Plaintiff against the above
named Defendant for the purpose of
foreclosing a certain mortgage of
real estate heretofore given by to
Janet B. Derrick and Dorothy A.
Barrineau bearing date of June 20,
2007 and recorded June 20, 2007 in
Mortgage Book Book 1083 at Page 2
in the Register of Mesne
C o n v e y a n c e s / R e g i s t e r  o f
Deeds/Clerk of Court for Sumter
County, in the original principal sum
of $59000.00 that , and that the
premises effected by said mortgage
and by the foreclosure thereof are
situated in the County of Sumter,
State of South Carolina, and is
described as follows:

All that certain piece, parcel or lot of
land with any improvements
thereon, situate, lying and being in
the County of Sumter, State of South
Carolina identified as Lot No. 21,
Block C and a small triangular
portion of Lot No. 23, Block C, as
shown on a plat of Green Acres
Subdivision prepared by H.S.
Willson, R.L.S. dated 7/5/60 end
recorded in plat book Z-17 at page
108, records of Sumter county. This
properly is known as 944
Morningside Drive and is further
identified as Sumter County Tax
Map Parcel No. 251-03-02-011.

Aforesaid Plat is specifically
incorporated herein and reference is
craved thereto fora more complete
and accurate description of the
metes, bounds, courses and
distances of the property concerned
herein. This description is in lieu of
metes and bounds, as permitted by
Jaw under Section 30-S-2SO of the
1976 Code of Laws of South Carolina,
As Amended. Be ell measurements a
little more or a little less and
according to said plat.

This being the same property
conveyed to Janet B. Derrick by deed
of Dorothy Ann B. Barrineau dated
12/8/06 and recorded on 12/8/06 in
deed book 1056 at page 904, records
of Sumter county..

TMS # 251-03-02-011

Physical Address:
944 Morningside Drive,

Sumter

Crawford & von Keller, LLC.
PO Box 4216
1640 St. Julian Place (29204)
Columbia, SC 29204
Phone: 803-790-2626
Email: court@crawfordvk.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff

described herein; also any persons
who may be in the military service of
the United States of America, being a
class designated as John Doe; and
any unknown minors or persons
under a disability being a class
designated as Richard Roe,

Defendants.

It appearing to the satisfaction of the
Court, upon reading the Motion for
the Appointment of Kelley Y. Woody
as Guardian ad Litem for all
unknown persons and persons who
may be in the military service of the
United States of America (which are
constituted as a class designated as
"John Doe") and any unknown minors
and persons who may be under a
disability (which are constituted as a
class designated as "Richard Roe"), it
is

ORDERED that, pursuant to Rule 17,
SCRCP, Kelley Y. Woody is
appointed Guardian ad Litem on
behalf of all unknown persons and
persons who may be in the military
service of the United States of
America (constituted as a class and
designated as "John Doe"), all
unknown minors or persons under a
disability (constituted as a class and
designated as "Richard Roe"), all of
which have or may claim to have
some interest in the property that is
the subject of this action, commonly
known as 944 Morningside Drive,
Sumter, that Kelley Y. Woody is
empowered and directed to appear
on behalf of and represent all
unknown persons and persons who
may be in the military service of the
United States of America,
constituted as a class and designated
as "John Doe", all unknown minors
and persons under a disability,
constituted as a class and designated
as "Richard Roe", unless the
Defendants, or someone acting on
their behalf, shall, within thirty (30)
days after service of a copy of this
Order as directed below, procure the
appointment of a Guardian or
Guardians ad Litem for the
Defendants constituted as a class
designated as "John Doe" or "Richard
Roe".

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a
copy of this Order shall be served
upon the unknown Defendants by
publication in the The Item, a
newspaper of general circulation in
the County of Sumter, State of South
Carolina, once a week for three (3)
consecutive weeks, together with the
Summons in the above entitled
action.

SUMMONS
AND NOTICE

TO THE DEFENDANT(S) ALL
UNKNOWN PERSONS WITH ANY
RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN
THE REAL ESTATE DESCRIBED
HEREIN; ALSO ANY PERSONS
WHO MAY BE IN THE MILITARY
SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA, BEING A CLASS
DESIGNATED AS JOHN DOE; AND
ANY UNKNOWN MINORS OR
PERSONS UNDER A DISABILITY
BEING A CLASS DESIGNATED AS
RICHARD ROE;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to answer the
Complaint in the above action, a
copy which is herewith served upon
you, and to serve a copy of your
Answer upon the undersigned at
their offices, PO Box 4216, Columbia,
South Carolina 29240, within thirty
(30) days after service upon you,
exclusive of the day of such service,
and, if you fail to answer the
Complaint within the time aforesaid,
judgment by default will be rendered
against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint.

NOTICE

service, and if you fail to answer the
Complaint within the time aforesaid,
the Plaintiff in this action will apply
to the Court for the relief demanded
in the Complaint.

LIS PENDENS

NOTICE is hereby given that an
action has been commenced to
partition the below-described
property:

That tract of land in Sumter
Township, Sumter County, state of
South Carolina, containing 1.36
acres, with the improvements
thereon, shown on a plat by H. S.
Willson, RLS, dated June 16, 1992,
and recorded in the Office of RMC
for Sumter County in Plat Book 92, at
Page 1057; said parcel of land having
such shape, metes, bounds and
measurements as shown on said plat.

And;

That parcel of land in Sumter
Township, Sumter County, State of
South Carolina, shown on a plat by
H.S. WIllson, RLS, dated June 16,
1992 and recorded in the Office of R
MC for Sumter County in Plat Book
92, at Page 1057; said parcel of land
being shown and designated on said
plat by the name "Celia B. Robinson",
and being bounded on the Northeast
by the Loring Mill Road; on the
South and Southeast by a road
designated "Unimproved Dirt Road"
on said plat; and on the South and
Southwest by a parcel of land
containing 1.36 acres, as shown on
said plat, which parcel of land was
heretofore conveyed to Thomas E.
Robinson and Doris C. Robinson by
James Robinson.

TMS NOS.
184-05-01-014 and

184-05-01-011

NOTICE OF FILING

YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the Summons and Complaint
were filed with the Clerk of Court for
Sumter County, South Carolina on
May 12, 2020. John S. Keffer, whose
address is 10 Law Range, Sumter,
South Carolina 20150, has been
named Guardian ad Litem Nisi to
represent any unknown minors,
persons under disability or others
who have or may claim an interest in
the subject-property.

McGOWAN, HOOD & FELDER, LLC
Patrick M. Killen
1 Law Range, Suite B
Sumter, South Carolina 29150
(803) 774-5026
(803) 774-5028 Fax

Exp. Trailer switcher needed in
Sumter to move trailers in yard. Do
washouts & minor repairs. Thurs.,
Fri. & Sun. 7 am - 5 pm. Must have 2
yrs exp. CDL & clean driving record.
803-938-2708 M-F 9am-3pm lv msg
with experience.

Riley Bracey Jr,
June 8, 1957 - July 18, 2019

A year has past since our last
physical touch. We all miss and
love you so very much.

The Family

Help Wanted
Part-Time

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Summons &
NoticeIn Memory Summons &

Notice
Summons &

Notice

CLASSIFIEDS OR TO PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE GO TO WWW.THE ITEM.COM/PLACEMYAD

803-774-12
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

11:30 a.m. the day before for 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday &  Friday edition.
11:30 a.m. Friday for Sunday’s edition.

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is 
made; however we are not responsible for errors after 
the fi rst run day. We shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from the printing or omission of 
an advertisement. We reserve the right to edit, refuse 

or cancel any ad at any time.
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